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Community Crowds for Croudace

G

reat Ashby residents came out in force on March 1st to attend an exhibition being held at the community centre
by developers Croudace Homes . Plans to build up to 360 homes in the area bounded by Back Lane to the south
and Weston Road to the east of the site were on display. There was a heated exchange at the end of the evening as
strong views and disappointments were aired.
Ronel Pieterse has organised a petition against the development which currently has over 280 signatures, many of
which she collected on the day of the exhibition. Ronel, who lives on Mendip Way says ‘The proposed development
will overstretch local facilities including the primary schools and pre-schools, doctors, dentists, the Lister hospital etc.
Parking is already difficult and the 35 parking bays proposed for Mendip Way will add to this problem. At the moment
there are at least 68 cars parked on the street overnight. The pavement is already very narrow and even if grass verges
are taken away, the road is not wide enough in some places for a car and lorry to pass each other.’ Another major
concern is the amount of traffic this would generate onto Great Ashby Way which is already a very busy road and the
safety issues this would bring, particularly around Round Diamond School.
Ronel, like many other residents is not against new houses being built but says the infrastructure to support the
development is not being considered. Great Ashby Community Councillor Gary Hills says ‘It has to be said there is an
undeniable need for housing. Great Ashby has provided a safe and friendly environment for us to live. There will be a
difference of views across the area, some against as well as those in support. It is important a balance is struck to
ensure all voices are heard and respected. Houses may be bricks and mortar but deep down all people want a place
to call home’.
Richard Kelly, Strategic Land Promoter for Croudace Homes says ‘The exhibition was very well attended and many
people provided feedback, which we will be considering further as we prepare our new planning application. We are
aware that road access arrangements, parking and schools provision are the most frequently cited concerns that people
have. We are looking to identify the most appropriate solutions to these issues, working with both Herts County Council
and North Herts District Council. When the full planning application is submitted people will be able to comment formally
to North Herts District Council at that stage, based on the more detailed
documents we will be submitting at that stage.’

Community Councillor Gary Hills calls in
to look at the plans

Ronel Pieterse, right, is busy with the petition at the community
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Charlie gets his Garden !
‘With huge thanks from us all to all of you who have supported Charlie in both
of our fundraising nights last year - the quiz night in May and the disco in
November. With your help we were able to get the garden sorted in December.
The guys from AD Garden Rooms did a fantastic job for us and they transformed
our garden from a muddy inaccessible area for Charlie into a fully accessible
garden with fabulous decking - an area we can all sit outside as a family. We
can't wait for the weather to improve and we can get some sensory lights and
sounds and smells for Charlie to enjoy. We can't recommend AD Garden Rooms
enough, they were very professional and made sure that Charlie could be
together with us all.
There will always be more equipment that is needed the bigger Charlie gets,
he's had a massive growth spurt recently and were needing bigger seating for
him. The next thing on the agenda is the bigger car, as well a mobile hoist which
we'll need to take out in the car - he is getting impossible to lift!!
Thank you all so much for your support to us all, it is really appreciated’. Visit
Charlie’s Facebook page or Go Fund Me page at www.gofundme.com/oih7kw

www.facebook.com/charliepaulfarmer

Geoffrey Matthew Estates are hosting
another MACMILLAN coffee morning on
Saturday 9th April 2016 between 10am and 1pm at the Great Ashby office.
There will be coffee and a variety of cakes and a raffle
with some fantastic prizes!
Back in 2014 we had a great turnout and raised £747.00
during the coffee morning. Let’s try to beat that this year
- all for a great cause!
Prize donations and donations of cakes welcome.
Please
call
01438
740111
or
Email
ashley@geoffreymatthew.co.uk if you would like to
contribute.
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Great Ashby Partnership

P

lans are in progress for putting on the first Great Ashby Festival over the weekend of 18th/19th June. The Festival
will begin on Saturday morning with a variety of stalls, events, activities and displays and opportunities throughout
the day to take part in games and races. There will be a Beer, Bands and BBQ event at the community centre on
Saturday evening. Sunday is to be a more relaxed day starting with a Great Ashby Big Breakfast in the morning and a
Great Ashby Tea Time Treats in the afternoon - this is also Father’s Day so an ideal way to treat Dad without having to
leave the area!
A Festival Facebook page (Great Ashby Festival) has been set up and we are inviting people to apply to run stalls or
activities they would like to promote and get involved with. Making the Festival a success will rely on residents and
businesses getting behind it and we already have support from many local businesses.
Please visit the site and keep on track with developments, find ways you can get involved and help so as a community
we can come together to have a great time and make it a great success.
There will be a marquee to house the
‘Great Ashby No-Bake Off’ where you can
compete with other residents to create
something beautiful and edible to be
judged by our own substitute Mary, Paul,
Sue and Mel (any offers anyone?!).
Cadbury’s have offered to support
Budgen’s in the Festival so it may well be
very chocolatey!

There’ll be a chance to visit
or even re-visit the 70’s in a
timed ‘course’ involving
riding a chopper bike, a
space hopper and using
other 70’s items, wearing a
Kevin Keegan wig! The
quickest contestant in each
category will win a prize.

Kirstie Grundy will be the official
photographer for the Festival. Kirstie lives
with her family on Whitehorse Lane and has
lived in Great Ashby since 2008. Never
afraid to roll up her
sleeves
and
get
involved she organised
the very popular table
top sale at the
community centre last
year. As well as raising
her young family,
Kirstie runs her own
business,
Kirstie
Grundy Photography.
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Full Steam Ahead at Circles!

C

ircles Cafe Bar is up and running again after a temporary closure due to a staff shortage. The cafe has been
sorely missed by so many regulars who are really pleased that they can call in for their favourite drink, bite to
eat and chat with friends again.
Ben Jackman is the new manager and is looking forward to meeting and getting to know Circles customers.

Left to right; Pam Castle, Ben Jackman, Yvonne Sheehan

The Water is Warm!
Revd Sue Hardwidge, minister at the Great Ashby Community
Church writes . . .
arlier this year we at Great Ashby Community Church had a
wonderfully exciting Sunday morning. One of the people who comes
to church regularly felt that it was time for her to be baptised so she
could let the world know that she is a Christian and that she takes her
faith in Jesus Christ seriously.
So, as you can see from the picture, we don’t do things by halves at
the church which meets in Round Diamond School. We have bought
ourselves a portable baptistery (large paddling pool) and we baptise
people... totally... they get thoroughly wet all over!
Baptism paints some wonderful pictures of what becoming a Christian
can mean.
It represents being bathed and made clean - when we give our lives to
Jesus, we are made clean on the inside.
It is like a baby being born so it shows that when we believe in Jesus
we are born again.
It is a picture of being drenched in the Holy Spirit of God.
It is like dying and rising again which is what happens when people
become Christians. They put aside their old life and begin to live a new
life as a follower of Jesus.
It has been a sign of entry into the church for many centuries.
Look out for the next baptism which will most likely be in the summer.
News about it will be on the church website at greatashbycc.org.uk .
Hope to see you there!

E

Everyone is welcome to come to Great Ashby Community Church which
meets every Sunday morning in Round Diamond School at 10.30am.
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Natasha prepares for full immersion.

W

e are full of the joys of Spring at RD with the children and staff very busy thinking
about our schools values –

Responsible, Determined, Successful.
The children have nominated members of their class to achieve awards linked to our values,
and we were all very proud to see how our children live up to these values every day, both
within the school environment
as well as the wider community.
A number of children attended
the Stevenage Sporting Futures Dance festival with their
coach Steven. Each child was definitely very determined to
achieve success, both in their preparation and their final
performances. They worked hard on their stage presence
(many had little or no experience) and it was a delight to watch
them at the festival. They even made it into the paper!
As a school, we have been learning about the Rule of the
Law which is one of the British Values. We welcomed visitors
from the Hertfordshire Police Force, who joined us for an
assembly. The children learnt lots about how they keep
themselves and others safe.
The children have collected and organised donations for
Stevenage Food Bank. We were amazed at how much
support there was from our very kind and generous parents,
and the children were thrilled to see the amount that was
collected. This was part of ‘Love in a Box’, which was

organised by Stevenage Schools Pupil Parliaments in
February as a celebration of Valentine’s Day.
At the end of March, we are having a whole activity day
focused on our British Values. With the support and
involvement of one of our governors, a number of visitors have
been organised to come into school. These include army,
paramedics and the fire service. If there are any members of
the local community who could give up their time to come in
and share with our children about how they help others then
we would love to hear from you.
Zoe Phillips, Head

Great fun with the Hertfordshire
Police!
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Brand New Art Club in Great Ashby

C

leveland Way resident, artist Marilyn Comparetto has a portfolio
of work that spans over a period of 44 years. Her earlier works
consisted mainly of wildlife but over the years her skills have widened
to include abstract, portrait, still life and landscape paintings. Marilyn’s
has recently started a monthly art class, the Great Ashby Art Club
which meets at the community centre on the first Monday of every
month in the smaller hall. The meetings held from 8.00pm to 9.45pm
is for all levels of artists, from beginners to the experienced, to share
and learn from each other and to provide ongoing art projects for
everyone to join in. There would be a small membership fee to cover
the cost of a local hall and other ongoing activities. Activities would
eventually include workshops and demonstrations by other artists to
the Club .
Marilyn’s has a wide range of artistic activities which include:
Providing art demonstrations to Art societies in the East and
South East of England- Marilyn is currently booked to give
demonstrations throughout 2016 and already has bookings
for 2017
Organisation of non profit making art competitions both
nationally and internationally
The inclusion of her art in exhibitions in UK and more recently involvement with artistic collaborations in both Portugal
and South Korea
Acting as Resident Artist at Mardleybury Gallery in Datchworth
Art workshop provider to encourage the development of artistic pursuits in others.
If you would like to learn more about Marilyn and her work, visit www.marilyncomparetto.com
facebook.com/marilyn.comparettoartist.7
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Another Roundabout up for Blooming!

S

ome time ago, the Great Ashby Community Church sponsored the Mendip Way/Whitehorse Lane roundabout and
put up 4 signs. It was decided to keep the roundabout as it was, covered in grass as it has a simple beauty, especially
when freshly mown. Unfortunately it was not a priority of the authorities responsible to keep them clean so accumulated
dirt and weeds growing on the chevrons take away the attraction and make the whole thing look quite grubby. The Great
Ashby Community Council have offered to take on the roundabout and plant it up as part of a move towards Great Ashby
in Bloom. The council have already worked on roundabouts along Great Ashby Way and are looking forward to going
ahead with planting up this central roundabout.
Other areas along Great Ashby Way have been planted with even more daffodils so there will be a beautiful display on
the grass verges in many parts as the bulbs are already flowering.

The Whitehorse Lane/Mendip Way roundabout, looking a little grubby round the chevrons!
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What’s On @ the Community Centre
Tiny Movers
Mon 9.30am - 10.15am
Gemma - 07879 654 142

Early Birds Pre-school
Mon - Fri mornings
Denisse 07917 606828

New Start Baby Group
Wed 1.00 - 3.00 pm

denisseskewis@hotmail.com

01438 350147
Strawberry Stay & Play
Thur 1.30 - 3.00 pm
01438 350147
Brownies
greatashbybrownies@gmail.com
Guides

Rugby Rascals

Hayley 01462 769017

Wednesday 5.10-6.00pm

Wednesdays
Ballet,Tap &
Disco/Street
Thurs from 4.30pm
Danielle 07866 395 739

Mid Herts Karate

Zumba ’n Tone
(½ hour Zumba - ½ hour tone)
Tue 7.45 - 8.45pm
Pauline 07908 969 029

Badminton Club
Sun 6.00 - 9.00 pm
(Please note:the club must NOT be
contacted about Sunday hall hire)

Tues 7.30 - 9.30pm
Barbara Fleet 01234 765 319
Great Ashby Community
Council (GACC)
2nd Thur in month 7.30 - 9.30 pm
clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk

Grapes
kids club, age 7-10
Mon 6.30-7.45pm
Dot 07952 323 692
Youth Club
age 11-16 Fri 7.00-9.00pm
Just turn up

Weight Watchers
Mon 5.30 - 6.30 pm
07899 862 321

Other interests Alive & Singing Rock Choir

Mike 01462 233050
(answer machine)

Pilates Class
Thur 7.30 - 8.30 pm &
alternative Sats 10.30-11.30am

(from 6 yrs up)

Sun 10.30am - 12 noon
Paul 01438 236894
Legs, Bums
& Tums
Mon 7.30 - 8.30pm
Pauline 07908 969 029

Angelzdance
Fri 5.00- 6.00pm
Stephen 07909 702 640

Music Train (3 mths - 4yrs)
Tue, Thur & Fri

Twins & Multiples Club
2 - 4pm 1st 2nd & 3rd Mon of month
twinsclubinfo@gmail.com

greatashbyguides@gmail.com

Sport, health and fitness

Rainbows
Wed 5.00-6.00pm
rainbows.girlguiding.org.uk

Children and Young People

philkearn@hotmail.com
WI
Fri of month 7.30pm
Sylvia 07967 091 857

1st

50+ Friendship Club
Tue 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Just turn up

Sally 07866 451 715
Slimming World
Wed 9.30 - 11.00am
Jan 07902 029 680
Saturday Morning Fitness
10.30-11.30am
Pauline 07908 969 029
Great Ashby Art Club
1st Mon of month 8.00pm
Marilyn 07794 510 750
Breathe Easy (British Lung
Foundation)

last Mon of month 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Sue 01438 357319

Contact 01438 365392 or info@greatashbycommunitycentre.org.uk for information on hiring the centre for
parties, private functions etc

Can you Help?
Treasurer Needed for North Herts Sands Baby Bereavement
Group
Sands supports anyone affected by the death of a baby before, during
or shortly after birth. Its local support groups and befrienders are a
lifeline to many. To continue, our local branch, North Herts Sands,
needs someone with basic bookkeeping skills to give a little time to
keeping financial records.
Can you or anyone you know help please? The Treasurer does not
need to be a bereaved parent. There will be a handover period and
ongoing support and guidance. To find out more, please contact Rose
Abrehart (Sands East Network Coordinator) on 07707 480020 or at
rose.abrehart@uk-sands.org. For more about Sands, please go to
www.uk-sands.org.
The views and opinions expressed by guest writers in Gasbag are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policies
or position of GACCMA. Errors and omissions excepted.

