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Roundwood Revisited
A

public meeting about the proposed new
development at the Round Wood site was held on
the evening of Tuesday 13th September at Round
Diamond School. The Great Ashby Community Council
organised and facilitated the meeting and invited
officers from North Herts District Council to attend. The
aim of the meeting was to clarify planning details of the
development of 360 new houses at the Roundwood
site and to hear what local residents wanted to be
made known about the plans. The meeting will have
taken place during the time GASBAG was at the
printers but the issue is sure to continue as it’s proving
to be quite contentious.
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GA Salsa
Did you know
that there’s a
Salsa event here
in Great Ashby
on the 1st
Sunday of every
month from 1pm
- 5pm?

Although it is acknowledged that there is a need for
more housing, objections on the grounds of lack of
infrastructure to support the development and access
have been made by the ‘Say No to Roundwood’
residents pressure group and Graveley Parish Council,
whilst Highways have recommended refusal based on
concerns about refuse vehicles not being able to use
the new road layout plan safely and effectively.
Visit www.north-herts.gov.uk under planning, case

no 10/00583/1 for more details.
The proposed Roundwood site

Another Great Ashby ‘Unplugged’!

F

ollowing the success of the Great Ashby Unplugged evening at the Festival this
summer, the Great Ashby Partnership (GAP) in conjunction with Circles Cafe
Bar will be running another live music night at the community centre on Saturday
night, 15th October from 7pm - 11pm. As well as being able to enjoy great music
and a drink with friends right here in the middle of Great Ashby, the smaller hall will
be open for anyone who may prefer a quieter area to chat and chill.

Come along to
the community
centre and join
in. It’s informal
and friendly and
great fun - come
by yourself and
meet new people
or with a friend.
For more details
see GA Salsa on
Facebook.

Tickets cost £3 and are available from the community centre office (week day
mornings) or on the door on the night. The event is for anyone over 14 years old.
Local singer songwriter Jasmin Donovan, GAP’s music event coordinator, alongside
Annu Donovan is putting together a new line up for the night and is looking forward
to another great night out in the heart of Great Ashby.

Tear off these vouchers to take advantage of this great offer from Circles, home of fresh coffee and tasty food!

Get 10% off your total bill at
when you spend over £3*
* Conditions apply

Get 10% off your total bill at
when you spend over £3*
* Conditions apply
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Bunnies pre-school hop over
Opening hours
to Great Ashby

Opening Hours

T

here has been a change of ownership of the pre-school in
the community centre. Denisse Skewis has handed the
reins to the Rachel Crossley, owner of Bunnies pre-school who
also has a group in Shephall. Great Ashby Bunnies will remain
in the capable hands of Paula and the team for the day to day
running as they begin the new term. Rachel says ‘I’m looking
forward to meeting and working with all the children and
families here in Great Ashby.’ The pre-school has a new
website - www.bunniespreschool.co.uk and a new Facebook
page, Bunnies Preschool Great Ashby. If you’re interested in
finding out more information or would like to contact us, please
ring Paula on 07562 341 589.

Morning Sessions
Monday – Friday 9 - 12
Afternoon Sessions
Monday – Wednesday 12 – 3.00
Lunch Clubs
Monday – Wedneday & Friday
12 - 1

Herts Young Homeless Harvest
John Gribbon, Great Ashby Community Church writes . . .

‘I

wonder what the countryside where Great Ashby now stands looked like way in the past. Would there have
been farms and workers’ cottages? Would they have “brought in the harvest” as people used to say?

We still depend on harvests somewhere to provide us with the food we eat; and at Great Ashby Community Church,
like many other churches, we have a Harvest Service once a year to say ‘thank you’ to God for the food we enjoy.
This year it will be on 25th September at 10.30 am at Round Diamond School. It will be a service for all ages, so
everyone, young and old, will be welcome.
In our service we will be thinking about what a charity called Compassion does in encouraging people in wealthier
countries to sponsor children in poorer countries.
We will also be thinking about a local charity, Herts Young Homeless (hyh), which works to prevent youth
homelessness in Hertfordshire and to help those who are actually homeless, people will be invited to bring things
that the charity has highlighted as most useful.
If you can join us for our Harvest Service and would like to bring an item, there are some suggestions of what is
most needed below.
If you will not be coming to the service but would like to help hyh, then you might like to leave your items with Dot
Smith at the Community Centre reception and she will pass them on for the service.

,

The items on the left are much needed but any on the lists below will be very much appreciated.
Biscuits
Cereals, jams, spreads
Chocolate bars
Coffee
Cooking sauces
Crisps
Long life milk
Noodles
Pasta, pasta sauces
Pot Noodles
Rice
Snack pasta pots etc
Sugar
Tea
Tinned fruit
Tinned meat
2

Baked Beans
Tinned Vegetables: potatoes,
carrots, peas
Toiletries
Tuna
Chicken/Chicken Noodle Soup
Meat Soups
Soups;
Spaghetti Hoops
Sweetcorn
Tinned puddings
Tinned tomatoes
Tomato Soup
Vegetable Soup

It seems a long while ago now, but the first Great Ashby Festival was a really
successful event which took place over the weekend of 18th and 19th June of
this year. Owen Smith, Chair of the Great Ashby Partnership (GAP) and the
Great Ashby Community Centre Management Association (GACCMA) and
Lindsey Brockhurst also of GACCMA put forward the idea of having a Festival
for Great Ashby, extending the Fun
Days that were organised in the
past by GACCMA. Under the
umbrella of GAP, an organising
committee was formed and the ball
started rolling. Owen said ‘We are
very pleased with how everything
turned out for the Festival
weekend, it was very well attended
and supported by the community’
The events were spread over the
community centre, Round Diamond School and Busy Bees Nursery.
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GAP would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who gave their
time and energy to make the Festival such a success and to Budgen’s who
so generously sponsored the Gr8 Wall and also supplied the Big Breakfast
with all the food items, together with delicious cakes to complement the
Afternoon Tea. GAP would also like to thank the Great Ashby Community
Council who sponsored all the inflatables which were greatly enjoyed at
the Festival Fun Day on Saturday. Planning will soon begin on next year’s
Festival - please keep a lookout for news on what’s going on and if you’d
like to get involved.

Karen and daughter Paisley

The feedback from the Festival has been very positive. Karen Goodwin was working on the Saturday and so her husband
Ross took their little girl Paisley, she said ‘My husband went at 1.30pm but said he wished he’d gone earlier as there
was so much to do!’

Do you suffer from ‘GA Glazeover’?

N

aturally enough, in Great Ashby there are a few organisations named GA this and GA that
which are regularly mentioned here in GASBAG or pop up in items about Great Ashby
elsewhere and it’s very easy for them to become confused, mixed up and even rolled into one!
However it could be helpful to know, so just to clarify who’s who and what’s what, here goes, for
GACChurch, GACCMA, GACC and GAP in the order they came into being and in their own words
Great Ashby Community Church started up in 2006 as Great Ashby
developed. Two existing churches in Stevenage, Bunyan Baptist
Church and St Nicholas, decided to work together to establish a church
that would be part of the Great Ashby community. A group of people,
from both churches became the first congregation and many of them are still part of the church here. Since
then quite a number of people who live in Great Ashby have joined us. Our full-time Baptist Minister - Sue
Hardwidge - retired in June 2016, so we are looking forward to the next phase of ministry at Great Ashby.
The Great Ashby Community Centre was built in 2003 by house builder Croudace. During its first three years, the centre was
managed and run by North Hertfordshire District Council (NHDC), the district in which the building currently stands. In 2007
NHDC passed on the running of the centre to a management committee made up of local residents. In preparation of this,
the Great Ashby Community Centre Management Association (GACCMA) was set up as a company limited by guarantee
and then set up as a charity with the Charity Commission. The trustees were and continue to be residents of Great Ashby
and people connected to the centre by use or by their connection through the Great Ashby Community Church. Dot Smith
is employed to manage the centre and all the Trustees are volunteers.

Supporting the issues important to our residents, Great Ashby Community Council formed in 2010 and holds
a membership of ten councillors. We believe people should fully enjoy the local area so we strive to continually
improve visual and practical aspects of our community. Residents are welcome to attend council meetings
held on the second Thursday of each month in the small hall at the community centre.

Great Ashby Partnership

Set up in 2014 by Owen Smith, the idea behind GAP is that of a network of Great Ashby organisations,
businesses and groups, working together in partnership and pooling resources to enable events and activities
to happen. This years Festival is a really good example of this in action where we saw community involvement and engagement enabling a real benefit, with something for everyone in Great Ashby.
Different bodies and individuals at different times can come together to make things happen within GA!
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As old Job would say, ‘The years fly faster than a weavers shuttle’ and
here we are preparing for another Christmas Fayre which will take place
on the afternoon of Sunday, December 11th from 2pm - 4pm.
If you’d like to run a stall at the Fayre, please contact the council clerk,
Pauline Kellett at clerk@greatashbycouncil.org and book your space.
Save the date and make sure you dont miss out on a chance to browse
for locally produced presents and stocking fillers.
Father Christmas will be making an appearance!

Is this for You?
The Great Ashby Community Centre Management Association (GACCMA) – the charity that
is responsible for the Community Centre – is looking for additional trustees. They are looking
for volunteers who are keen to get involved and who are good team players. Event management
and successful charitable fundraising experience would be very welcome.
If you’re looking to contribute to the local Great Ashby community and are over 16 years of
age, this opportunity could be for you.
Interested? Pick up an application form from the Community Centre or call Owen Smith, 07953
323693, for more information.

Time to get the walking boots out as you wrap up in your woolly pully and
scarf. If you’re interested in going on organised walks around the
Stevenage and North Herts areas, visit the Walking for Health website for
more information - www.walkingforhealth.org.uk where there are links to
browse for what walk would suit you best and other useful tips.

‘Our Walks
The programme runs all year round and offers choice of different
walk grades, start points and times, including weekdays and
weekends or evenings in the summer.
To find out more please pick up a leaflet at your local community centre, GP surgery, council
office, library or at other local outlets.
For public transport information travelling to the walks, contact Traveline 0871 200 22 33
The walks in Hitchin are coordinated by The Countryside
Management Service and sponsored by North Herts District
Council and Hertfordshire County Council.

Our Events
We run regular training events for existing and new leaders.
These include Health Walk Leader training and First Aid as well
as occasional events on topics such as wildlife and the farming
year.’

Grapes!

Grapes began just over 3 years ago and our first starters and
most of those who joined later have now turned 10 and have
had to leave, sadly. As we have lost quite a few of our
children, there are spaces for some more! If coming to Grapes
is something your child would like to do please contact Dot
on 07952 323 692.

Grapes is a children’s club open to children in the area. As many of you may have read in ‘Gasbag’,
‘This exciting club is open to any child aged between 7 and 10 years of age and takes place on Monday
evenings from 6.30pm - 7.45pm at the community centre. It is run under the umbrella of the Great Ashby
Community Church and absolutely any child of any faith or none whatsoever is very welcome to come,
give it a try and see if they like it. The focus of Grapes is on the kids having fun in an environment where
they are valued as individual people with their place in the world. There will be team games, cooking
and craft making.’

What we do Encourage the children to be confident in their unique value as individual people as well as looking out
for others as team players. Consideration for others is an important part of Grapes and we all learn from
each other. We’re looking to foster a ‘can do’ outlook in the children and want the children to have fun,
learn new things, make friends and really enjoy their time at Grapes.

What we don’t do As a church based group we use bible stories as a base for some activities but there is no ‘preaching’!
Any resource we use will complement learning about the cultural contribution the bible has had in the
world which is touched on in schools. An essential ethos of Grapes is that children are encouraged to
question, consider and make up their own minds about the world around them.

Grapes!

will start again on Monday September 27th!

Children’s Centres – supporting you from bump to five years
to give your child the best start
Children’s Centres can help you with:
● Baby Massage
Breastfeeding support
Information about early education and childcare
● Antenatal & postnatal support
Advice and guidance
● Baby clinic
Family learning activities
Parenting courses
● Stay & Play sessions
Employment or training advice

Bridge Road
Children’s Centre

Strawberry Fields
Children’s Centre

Bridge Road West
Stevenage SG1 2NU

Round Diamond School
Whitehorse Lane
Great Ashby
Stevenage SG1 6NH

St Nicholas & Martins
Wood Children’s
Woolenwick Junior School Centre

Tel: 01438 202692

The Oval Community
Centre
Vardon Road
Stevenage SG1 5RD
Tel: 01438 317625

Tel: 01438 350147

You can register with your local children’s centre at any time, even before your baby is born!
Website: www.stevenagenorthchildrenscentres.org.uk
Email: enquiries@stevenagenorthcc.org.uk
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A Great Night Out!

S

aturday, 12th November promises to be
another great night out at the Charlie
Chops Winter Disco! You can’t get more
local to the community centre than directly
opposite and that’s where Charlie lives with
sister Evie, mum Dawn and Dad Paul. Dawn
says, ‘Last years disco fundraiser helped us
to have our garden made accessible for
Charlie, this year we hope to raise funds to
be able to go towards the deposit for a
larger accessible car, specialist equipment
and memory making trips for Charlie.’
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Council Corner
Volunteering in Great Ashby District Park and
Woodlands
Friends of Green Spaces are groups of local people
who work with their local authority to improve the
management of their local green spaces. They are
established and supported by the Countryside
Management Service (CMS). The purpose of the
group is to encourage local pride and community
involvement in the countryside around. Groups can
take on a range of activities including practical tasks
such as bramble clearing, thinning of plantations and
planting. Friends groups are also involved in walks
and events as well as giving ideas on how to
manage the sites.
Here in Great Ashby the Community Council is
interested in promoting/establishing a local group.
If you are interested in getting involved the
Countryside Management Service are organising
an introductory guided walk on Saturday 22nd
October meeting at 10 a.m. in the District Park
car park. The walk will last approximately 2
hours.
An Autumn Colours Walk is also arranged for 19th
November.
More details can be found on the CMS website:
http://www.hertslink.org/cms/getactive/walksandmore
/
More information on Friends Groups can be found at:
http://hertslinks.org/cms/getinvolved/friendsofgreen/
Planning Application for houses on the
Roundwood site, Back Lane
The Community Council organised a public meeting
on Tuesday 13th September at Round Diamond
School. Officers from North Herts District Council,
District and Community Councillors attended to
clarify details of the planning process and listen to
residents’ views regarding the plans. The Community

Council will be submitting a response to the
proposals reflecting the views of the residents.
New Website
The Community Council launched its new website in
June.
The website provides information about the Council
including agendas and minutes of Council meetings
and has links to other useful websites. The website
is a great way to keep in touch with the community
and keep residents informed about Council activities.
Play area questionnaire
The Community Council will shortly be conducting a
survey on the play areas in our neighbourhood. The
survey will be delivered through your doors and will
also be available to complete electronically via the
website. The Community Council is keen to hears
the views of all residents so please look out for the
questionnaire, fill it in and return it.
Christmas Fayre
The Community Council will be holding the annual
Christmas Fayre on Sunday 11th December,
2-4pm. If you are interested in having a stall or know
someone who would like to, please phone or email
the clerk using the contacts at the bottom of the
page.
Monthly Meetings
We hold our meetings on the second Thursday of
each month at 7:30pm in the Community Centre. We
have a period of time for questions from the public.
Dates and times of all of our meetings are available
on the notice board and will be on the new website.
We welcome attendance by residents.

How to Contact the Community Council
Email: clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk
Post: Great Ashby Community Council, C/O Great Ashby Community Centre, Whitehorse Lane,
Great Ashby, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 6NH
Telephone: 07805018991
Website: http://www.greatashbycouncil.org.
Twitter: @GtAshbyCouncil
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/greatashbycommunitycouncil
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What’s On @ the Community Centre
Tiny Movers
Mon 9.30am - 10.15am
Gemma - 07879 654 142

Children and Young People
Bunnies Pre-school
Mon - Fri mornings,
Mon - Wed afternoons
Paula 07562 341 589

New Start Baby Group
Wed 1.00 - 3.00 pm
01438 350147
Strawberry Fields Stay & Play
Thur 1.30 - 3.00 pm
01438 350147
Brownies
greatashbybrownies@gmail.com
Guides

Rugby Rascals

Hayley 01462 769017

Wednesday 5.10-6.00pm

Wednesdays

Sport, health and fitness

Ballet,Tap &
Disco/Street
Thurs from 4.30pm
Danielle 07866 395 739

Mid Herts Karate
Sun 10.30am - 12 noon
Paul 01438 236894

Zumba ’n Tone
(½ hour Zumba - ½ hour tone)
Tue 7.45 - 8.45pm
Pauline 07908 969 029

Badminton Club
Sun 6.00 - 9.00 pm
(Please note:the club must NOT be
contacted about Sunday hall hire)

Tues 7.30 - 9.30pm
Barbara Fleet 01234 765 319
Great Ashby Community
Council (GACC)
nd
2 Thur in month 7.30 - 9.30 pm
clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk

Grapes
kids club, age 7-10
Mon 6.30-7.45pm
Dot 07952 323 692
Youth Club
age 11-16 Fri 7.00-9.00pm
Just turn up

Weight Watchers
Mon 5.30 - 6.30 pm
07899 862 321

Other interests Alive & Singing Rock Choir

Mike 01462 233050
(answer machine)

Pilates Class
Thur 7.30 - 8.30 pm &
alternative Sats 10.30-11.30am

(from 6 yrs up)

Legs, Bums &
Tums
Mon 7.30 - 8.30pm
Pauline 07908 969 029

Angelzdance
Fri 5.00- 6.00pm
Stephen 07909 702 640

Music Train (3 mths - 4yrs)
Tue, Thur & Fri

Twins & Multiples Club
2 - 4pm 1st 2nd & 3rd Mon of month
twinsclubinfo@gmail.com

greatashbyguides@gmail.com

Rainbows
Wed 5.00-6.00pm
rainbows.girlguiding.org.uk

philkearn@hotmail.com
WI
1st Fri of month 7.30pm
Sylvia 07967 091 857
50+ Friendship Club
Tue 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Just turn up

Sally 07866 451 715
Slimming World
Wed 9.30 - 11.00am
Jan 07902 029 680
Saturday Morning Fitness
10.30-11.30am
Pauline 07908 969 029
GA Salsa
1st Sunday in each month
1.00 - 5.00 pm
Just turn up
Breathe Easy (British Lung
Foundation)

last Mon of month 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Sue 01438 357319

Contact 01438 365392 or info@greatashbycommunitycentre.org.uk for information on hiring the centre for
parties, private functions etc

The views and opinions expressed by guest writers in Gasbag are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policies
or position of GACCMA. Errors and omissions excepted.

