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Allotments in Great Ashby?
Have your say

O

ver the past few years there have been requests and enquiries
made about the provision of allotments in Great Ashby. More
recently the interest has been such that a duty has been placed on the
Community Council to try again to find a possible site. There is very
little spare land available ,however, the Community Council is in contact with the owner of the uncultivated land to the west of Mendip way
under the pylons, known as Wilkins Urn. The landowner would be very happy for the land to be
used for the benefit of the community to provide allotments.

Village Green
There is also the potential for creating a village green, a proposal that the Community Council will
also be considering. There is a lot to be taken on board – the costs of preparing the site, fencing,
vehicle access and parking, provision of a water supply, how the scheme would be managed and
more.
Before any of this can happen, the Community Council needs to clarify exactly what the demand
is for allotments – not just people who think it would be a nice idea but the number of people who
are really interested.
A public meeting has been arranged by the Community Council for Wednesday 6th January at
7.30pm in Hall 2 at the Community Centre. The regional adviser from the National Allotments
Association and a representative from the Baldock Allotment Association will be there. Both have
a great deal of experience and can answer questions and give advice.
The Community Council cannot pursue this project unless it is assured that the demand is
sufficient to make it worthwhile. It may well prove too high a cost to make this project viable but
more investigation and research needs to take place.
So, if you are seriously interested please come along to the meeting. If you are unable to attend
then please contact the clerk by email for an registration of interest form –
clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk
If you have concerns about this proposal you are also welcome to come along to air your views
and to ask questions.
Pauline Kellet, Community Council Clerk

Not so Silent Night!

T

he ever popular Great Ashby ‘Carols by Candlelight’ will take place again on Sunday 20th
December at 6.30pm in the Main Hall at the Community Centre. The hall will be candlelit as
traditional Christmas Carols are sung followed by mince pies and Owen Smith’s renowned special
recipe non-alcoholic Christmas punch.
This is a really lovely, and very local, way to start the Christmas celebrations and everyone is more
than welcome to come along for this service, which is hosted by the Great Ashby Community Church.

Victorian Carols outside Budgen’s
A tradition that has developed over the years is the annual singing of carols outside Budgen’s on
the Saturday morning before the carol service, this year it’s on the 19th December at 10.30am. Again,
everyone is welcome to join in or just come along to watch - some singers will be wearing Victorian
style coats, capes and hats but this is by no means compulsory! If it’s really cold there will be hand
warmers to clutch as you sing.

Printed locally by Diamond Print 01438 315999 www.diamondprint.com

Sat 19th Dec
Victorian Carols
outside Budgens
10.30am

Carols by
Candlelight
Community
Centre
20th Dec
6.30pm

Christmas
Day
Great Ashby
Community
Church, Round
Diamond School
10.30am

Read about these two talented youngsters who grew up in Great Ashby

Connor Wells

Visit Connor’s Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ConnorWells

C

onnor Wells is a 19 year old acoustic singer
songwriter and grew up in Great Ashby.
Connor has been singing and playing music for
over 10 years and performing live since he was
8 years old, which is when he started learning
to play classical guitar. Connor’s stage
presence and song writing has been described
as ‘outstanding and energetic and he writes
heartfelt storytelling lyrics mixed with his head
twisting melodies’. Over the past 2 years he has
gained a reputation for being a very reliable act
and reviewers have said he ‘constantly delivers
a top notch show’. Connor has played many
gigs featuring big names at venues including
Rythms of the World 2014, the Main Stage at
Balstock Festival and at the famous Fiddlers
Elbow in London. Connor says his influences
are 60’s and 70’s style acoustic music and looks
up to artists such as Simon and Garfunkel, Nick
Drake, James Taylor and Grant Nicholas.
On 23rd January of this year Connor released
his first ever self-titled album and supported the
album with a year of gigging in London and
across the country. In November he began
recording his second album titled ‘Home is
where your Heart is’ which is due for release in
early 2016.

F

rom the age of 3-4 Jasmin displayed a talent for singing and performing so her parents decided to enrol her at stage
school where she thrived and developed her talents. Whilst Jasmin was at stage school she starred in many shows
including theatre productions at The Gordon Craig Theatre. Aged 14 and studying GCSE Music in which she gained an
A* she started writing songs & composing her own music. Her debut song 'Don't Fear' and her subsequent single
'Heaven’s Not Inside' will be released sometime next year. Her mum Annu says, ‘To say she wrote & composed these
alongside others, completely amazed me for someone so young. I am so proud of what she has achieved and so very
proud that she is not only committed to making music her career, she's not just stopping at writing her own material but
also studying 4 A levels including A level music, at Hitchin Girls School for the next 2 years. Her father, her sister Lily
and I are behind Jasmin 100% and hope that she achieves all her dreams to become a major signed recording artist.’
Jasmin says ‘My love of all things
musical started from a very young
age and I draw influences from a
very eclectic range of musical
styles. My music taste ranges from
Musical Theatre, Classical and
Rock to 80's pop, Indie and Country. Alongside studying for my
GCSE's I'm studying Performing
Arts at EDSA - Emile Dale School
of Performing Arts in Hitchin. I love
Musical Theatre and have played
many parts on stage including the
lead role in 'Annie' & 'Blousey
Brown' in Bugsy Malone at The
Gordon Craig Theatre in Stevenage. Making and performing music is my real passion and I would
like to say a big ‘Thank You’ to
everyone who has supported me
this far, I'm only at the beginning of
what I hope will be one amazing
journey.’
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Jasmin Donovan

Visit Jasmin’s Facebook page at facebook.com/jasmin.donovan121

The run up to Christmas in the Smith household

I

absolutely love Christmas, the family time, Christmas carols, all that food and of course the beauty of the Christmas
message itself. Even so, for each of our 28 years married, we’ve delayed putting up the tree and decorations until
the week before Christmas and taking them down a few days after, mainly because we felt they took up too much
space and were a bit claustrophobic. When they did go up, it was always done in the best possible taste, to use the
words of the late Kenny Everett. I’m not quite sure if something has happened on a neurological level but this year I
couldn’t wait to get started on all things Christmas. Every year my now-married son gets the Christmas stuff from the
loft but I wasn’t going to wait until he was next in the area. On November 12th I decided to get it down myself which
was potentially disastrous given my age, size and the condition of our loft – there was an additional frisson of danger
as I was truly home alone with my husband Owen out at an evening meeting and my phone accidentally left in the
office, but I did it. When the twins were younger it was ‘Mum, when are we going to put up the tree?’ This year, at 25,
it’s ‘I can’t believe you put the tree up in the middle of November’.

Great Ashby does Great Lights!
We’ve never gone overboard with Christmas lights in our house but this year is different. More lights, more glitter, more
sparkle, again all done in the best possible taste! As an early morning person, for me anything that happens beyond
9.30pm is Very Late. I prefer to deliver Gasbag early in the morning or during the day but for this issue I’m going to be
out and about delivering in the evenings as I’ve discovered that Great Ashby puts on a fabulous display of Christmas
lights, many of which are programmed to go off sometime before the morning. There’s always something lovely and
festive twinkling away on any street you go down and it’s a real pleasure.
Owen likes to cook Christmas dinner and we buy in the cake, pudding, mince pies etc. I have been tempted to bake
my own cake now and again but these thoughts have always evaporated. This year though, I had what I’ll describe as
a semi out of body experience. I was sat on the sofa flicking through my iPad and heard myself say to Owen ‘This year
I’m going to make my own Christmas cake, my own pudding and mince pies’. Shortly after that I piped up, ‘and my
own mincemeat’. This is all well under way.
So what’s happened? I don’t know, but I am enjoying it and it may well be just a blip for this year only. It could be early
onset second childhood. It could be premature Grandmother Nesting Syndrome. The Lord alone knows if, when and
how many grandchildren we’ll end up with and I’m in no big rush, but I do hope at least one of them will enjoy playing
with the Sylvanian Families. These
adorable
playthings
were
developed well after my childhood
and Richard and Lucy never really
took to them, preferring to play with
plastic Power Ranger figures (whilst
sitting in a half full crate of Duplo, in
Lucy’s case). How on earth could
they resist those cute little faces
and clothes? I do get given little sets
as ‘joke’ presents at Christmas so I
am stealthily building up a
collection, just in case!
Dot Smith

Jim’s on Board for the Great Ashby Festival

G

reat Ashby Partnership coordinator Owen Smith recently met up with Jim Lucas
who is an Senior Event Manager with involvement in prestigious and major
industry events in the UK and overseas. Jim read in the last issue of Gasbag that
there are plans to hold a festival in Great Ashby in the summer of next year and
offered his services as a resident willing to contribute to the community. Although
Jim is very busy working full time in his role as Senior Event Manager, he is keen
to volunteer his time and expertise to help with ideas and practicalities. A steering
committee has been formed, which includes representatives from a number of local
organisations and amenities, to develop the Festival and is open to ideas from
residents on possibilities and ideas for the weekend as well as offers of help in
making this exciting activity happen.
Please contact Owen at
owen@gapartnership.org.uk or on 07952 323693 if you would like more information.

Great Ashby Partnership
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A Page of two Zoe’s
Zoё Phillips
Headteacher - Round Diamond
Primary School

‘I

became Headteacher of Round Diamond in September
2011, following a previous headship at Weston Church of
England Primary School. The position enabled me to take on
a new challenge and further progress the school, whilst sharing
the love and dedication I have for my job. As well as being ‘The
Headteacher’, I want to share a little more about ‘me’.
My decision to become a teacher wasn’t an instant one! In fact,
my first preferred job at a young age was to be a shopkeeper.
As with most children, my choices changed regularly and
following this initial choice others, including being a police officer
were chosen. Teaching began to appeal to me from about the
age of 12. I was very eager to volunteer and involve myself in
as many activities as possible. I completed my Gold Duke of
Edinburgh, assisted in leading a Brownie Pack and taught at
Sunday school. All of these gained me valuable experience
working with children. For some it may have put them off, but
for me it proved that teaching was the path I wanted to take.
What a good decision it was… 18 years later, here we are!
I have worked within Hertfordshire all of my teaching career,10
years as a teacher and the last 8 as a head. As well as
successfully fulfilling these roles, I have endeavoured to
constantly challenge myself and more recently have extended
my role within Hertfordshire County Council and became a
School Improvement Partner. Within this role, I support and
guide 3 schools, also within Hertfordshire, in their development.
I enjoy this extension of my role and it has proved beneficial to me personally as well as helping my staff and I develop
the school in a positive and exciting way.
Outside of school, my life is just as busy. My husband John and I have two daughters, Freyja (12) and Bryany (10). As
many of you are aware the role of ‘Mum’ fits into many categories… I am the taxi driver to and from all clubs; hobbies and
social events the girls take part in, chef, cleaner and many more necessary roles.
In my spare time, I make sure I keep busy, pursuing my interests which include amateur dramatics (where I like to strut
my stuff on stage), running (I have just completed the Cardiff Half Marathon in 2 hours 23 minutes with another member
of staff from school). Both are very important to me and allow me to relax and enjoy having time to myself. Getting lost
in a good book, or watching a classic film (Mary Poppins, Top Gun or The Sound of Music) are a way to fill those quieter
moments when they arise.
I very much value being part of Round Diamond, it is a great school which the children love to attend. They enthuse me
with their love of learning and their ambition and determination.

Zoe Harvey - local business mentor

Z

oe was born in London and lived in Hatfield and Welwyn Garden City
before moving to Windermere Close in Great Ashby. It’s over 12 years
since Zoe moved here with her partner and 4 boys, the eldest of whom
has now flown the nest. The family are really happy here and have found
the neighbourhood to be very friendly and supportive.
As a business woman, Zoe is keen to share ideas and support with the
business community and says, ‘If you are a local business in Great Ashby
or live in Great Ashby and have a business or you live locally and want to
know more about local businesses then you are more than welcome to
come along to the networking events I’ve just started at Great Ashby
Community Centre. The events are held on the first Thursday of each
month, there is a £3 entrance which includes refreshments. It’ll be so good
to all get together and support each other.’ Zoe also encourages interested
people to add to the following Facebook group to keep up to date on all
the events - www.facebook.com/groups/1643209109282252/.

4

5

Star Deliverers!

Tom Lake

A

t issue 36, Gasbag has now completed its 9th year and has a dedicated team of
regular deliverers who turn out 4 times a year to post the newsletter in every home
in Great Ashby. Over the years we have had all kinds of people and ages who have
given up their time to help, the youngest being 12 year old Tom Lake. Tom asked if he
could help earlier this year and has been really keen to help post Gasbag around his
area since then.
Currently the deliverers, and in many cases with their children’s help, are Andy
Brockhurst, Natalie Green, Chris Lancaster, Frank Matthews, Hazel Paterson, John
Baldwin, Daisy Scott, Terrie Skulteti, Dot Smith, Anne Southgate, Shauneen Taylor and
Margaret Wicksey. The Great Ashby Community Centre Management Committee would
like to say a heartfelt Thank You to all our deliverers. Thanks are due also to those who
have delivered until very recently, namely Dennis Crowley, Robert Logan, Steve Ralph
and a special mention also to Barbara Millard.

The Snow Code Will I get sued?
The information below is issued by the
Department of Transport

‘C

learing snow and ice from the pavement
outside your home or public spaces can
help prevent slips and falls. Don't be put off
clearing paths because you're afraid someone
will get injured. Remember, people walking on

snow and ice have a responsibility to be careful themselves. Follow the advice below to make sure you clear the
pathway safely and effectively. And don't believe the myths - it's unlikely you'll be sued or held legally responsible for
any injuries if you have cleared the path carefully.
❄

Clear the snow and ice early in the day

❄ It's easier to move fresh, loose snow rather than hard snow that has packed together from people walking on it.
So if possible, start removing the snow and ice in the morning. If you remove the top layer of snow in the morning, any
sunshine during the day will help melt any ice beneath. You can then cover the path with salt before nightfall to stop
it refreezing overnight.
❄ Pay extra attention to clearing snow and ice from steps and steep pathways - you might need to use more salt on
these areas
❄

Use salt or sand not water

❄ Don't make the pathways more dangerous by causing them to refreeze. If you use water to melt the snow, it may
refreeze and turn to black ice. Black ice increases the risk of injuries as it is invisible and very slippery.
❄ You can melt snow or prevent black ice by spreading some salt on the area you have cleared. You can use ordinary
table or dishwasher salt - a tablespoon for each square metre you clear should work. Don't use the salt found in salting
bins - this will be needed to keep the roads clear unless your council advises otherwise. Please contact your local
council for more advice.
❄ If you don't have enough salt, you can also use sand or ash. These won't stop the path icing over as effectively
as salt, but will provide good grip underfoot.
❄ Take care where you move the snow - when you're shovelling snow, take care where you put it so it doesn't block
people's paths or drains. Make sure you make a path down the middle of the area to be cleared first, so you have a
clear surface to walk on. Then shovel the snow from the centre of the path to the sides.
❄ Offer to clear your neighbours' paths - if your neighbour will have difficulty getting in and out of their home, offer
to clear snow and ice around their property as well. Check that any elderly or disabled neighbours are alright in the
cold weather. If you're worried about them, try contacting their relatives or friends, or if necessary the local council.
❄

Be careful not to spread salt on plants or grass as it may damage them.

Your local council will provide many winter services such as clearing local roads and pavements in your area. For
information about your council's winter service, check its website.’
Stevenage Borough Council -www.stevenage.gov.uk : North Herts District Council - www.north-herts.gov.uk
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What’s On @ the Community Centre
Rainbows
Wed 5.00-6.00pm
rainbows.girlguiding.org.uk

Children and Young People

Tiny Movers
Mon 9.30am - 10.15am
Gemma - 07879 654 142

Early Birds Pre-school
Mon - Fri mornings
Denisse 07917 606828

New Start Baby Group
Wed 1.00 - 3.00 pm

Angelzdance
Fri 5.00- 6.00pm
Stephen 07909 702 640

denisseskewis@hotmail.com

01438 350147
Strawberry Stay & Play
Thur 1.30 - 3.00 pm
01438 350147
Brownies
greatashbybrownies@gmail.com
Guides

Music Train (3 mths - 4yrs)
Tue, Thur & Fri

Rugby Rascals

Hayley 01462 769017

Wednesday 5.10-6.00pm
Mike 01462 233050
(answer machine)

Twins & Multiples Club
2 - 4pm 1st 2nd & 3rd Mon of month
twinsclubinfo@gmail.com

greatashbyguides@gmail.com

Grapes
kids club, age 7-10
Mon 6.30-7.45pm
Dot 07952 323 692

Wednesdays
Ballet,Tap &
Disco/Street
Thurs from 4.30pm
Danielle 07866 395 739

Sport, health and fitness

Youth Club
age 11-16 Fri 7.00-9.00pm
Just turn up

Mid Herts Karate

Pilates Class
Thur 7.30 - 8.30 pm &
alternative Sats 10.30-11.30am

(from 6 yrs up)

Sun 10.30am - 12 noon
Paul 01438 236894
Legs, Bums
& Tums
Mon 7.30 - 8.30pm
Pauline 07908 969 029
Zumba ’n Tone
(½ hour Zumba - ½ hour tone)
Tue 7.45 - 8.45pm
Pauline 07908 969 029

Other interests

Sally 07866 451 715

Weight Watchers
Mon 5.30 - 6.30 pm
07899 862 321
Badminton Club
Sun 6.00 - 9.00 pm
(Please note:the club must NOT be
contacted about Sunday hall hire)

philkearn@hotmail.com

Alive & Singing Rock Choir
Tues 7.30 - 9.30pm
Barbara Sleet 01234 765 319

Great Ashby Community
Council (GACC)
2nd Thur in month 7.30 - 9.30 pm
clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk

Slimming World
Wed 9.30 - 11.00am
Jan 07902 029 680
Saturday Morning Fitness
10.30-11.30am
Pauline 07908 969 029

WI
Fri of month 7.30pm
Sylvia 07967 091 857

1st

50+ Friendship Club
Tue 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Just turn up

Breathe Easy (British Lung
Foundation)

last Mon of month 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Sue 01438 357319

Contact 01438 365392 or info@greatashbycommunitycentre.org.uk for information on hiring the centre for
parties, private functions etc

Great ideas about Parenting!

T

he Great Ashby Partnership (GAP) will be
running a new Parenting Course in the New
Year. The course is designed to get parents to swap
ideas and pick up tips in a relaxed and friendly
environment. The course is run over the evenings
of 6 weeks. If you are interested in being part of this
activity, please email Owen Smith at
owen@gapartnership.org.uk.

The views and opinions expressed by guest writers in Gasbag are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policies
or position of GACCMA. Errors and omissions excepted.

