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t is 4 years since the first Great
Ashby Community Council was set
up with a full complement of 12
councillors. The term for serving on the
council ended in May and 6 councillors
agreed to re-stand for the next 4 years.
The councillors who stood again were
Bhavna Joshi, Chair, Gary Hills, Vice
Chair, Evelyn Goldwater, Robert
Logan, Paul Porter and Terry Tyler.
Neil Williams who was Chair stepped
down from the council.
The community council meetings are
a really useful way to find out what’s happening in
Great Ashby, to get involved and try to effect
change. The meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday
of each month at 7:30pm and there is always an
opportunity for residents to raise issues of concern.
The item Council Corner on page 7 has more
information about the Community Council’s work
over the last 4 years and how to get in touch with
them.

Great Ashby
Garage Sale!
Kirsty Grundy is
looking to
organise a garage
sale to be held in
the summer. This
will be in the form
of a ‘garage crawl’
where a map will
be provided of
garage sales
taking place in
Great Ashby on
that day. If you
would like to take
part please
contact Kirsty on
07846 709 195 for
more details.

Community Council meetings take place in
Hall 2 at the Community Centre

NHDC District
Councillors Cathryn Henry and Sal Jarvis
also gave reports at the meeting

Awards Galore!

A

part from presenting the annual report on the work of
the council followed by a question and answer session
at the meeting, out-going Chair Neil Williams was kept
busy presenting awards and charity money raised by the
council. Owen Smith was presented with an award for his
outstanding contribution to the community and Liam
Harrison for his contribution to the Youth Club.
The Community Council also presented YMCA’s Kelly
Hockley with a £200 cheque as YMCA West & Central
Herts
had
been
the
Charity of the
Year.
Neil himself
received
warm and very well deserved praise for
his commitment and service to the
council over the last 4 years. Neil still
leads the Youth Club at the Community
Centre on Friday nights and helps at
Grapes kids club.

Far left, Neil with Liam
Harrison, left, with
Owen Smith and below
with Kelly Hockley.
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Up, up and away! Fund raising for Charlie Chops soars at community quiz night

A

quiz night was held on Saturday 9th May to raise funds for 7 year old Charlie Farmer. Charlie suffers from a very rare
and severe life limiting genetic disorder called Mitochondrial Disease. The Charlie Chops fund has been set up to help
give Charlie the best quality of life possible through fundraising for much needed equipment, making the garden accessible
for Charlie’s wheelchair and a larger wheelchair accessible car.
Mum Dawn Farmer said ‘We have been astounded and overwhelmed by how much support we have received from not only
the residents and companies in Great Ashby but further afield too. It’s been really amazing to see the local community come
together for Charlie. We had 104 competitors making up 16 teams, the quiz was hosted by Charlie’s uncle Lee Porter and we
raised an amazing £2700!
We would like to thank everyone who not only supported us all with coming to the quiz but for all the generous donations of
raffle and silent auction prizes that were given.
We were also very lucky to receive 2 donation prizes of signed drumsticks and tickets to see McBusted for our auction from
McBusted’s Harry Judd, who Charlie met at the opening of the new daycare unit at Keech Hospice in Luton.
We are truly thankful to all who helped make the night possible.
To read more about our gorgeous boy please look at his facebook page : https://www.facebook.com/CharliePaulFarmer.’

A full house at the community
centre to support Charlie and
his family at the quiz night.

Risky Business - Kids Online.

C

Knowing your YIK YAK from your Whisper

hild Exploitation and Online Protection (CEOP) is the National Crime Agency's
child protection division which works to inform parents about online safety.

The Great Ashby Partnership will be running safety awareness sessions for
parents so they can keep their children safer online.
Martin Hardwidge is an accredited CEOP Ambassador and
invites people who are interested to attend 2 sessions - one
for parents with children of primary school age and one for
parents of children of secondary school age .
Sessions are free, will last around 2 hours and refreshments
will be provided. The dates are Sunday 5th July (primary
school age), 3.30-5.30pm and 12th July (secondary
school/teenager age), 3.30-5.30pm.
To attend, register for the event via the Great Ashby
Partnership's Facebook event page, call in at the Great Ashby
Community Centre or call 07952 323693.
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Goodbye Dollies . . .

Shahara, Mel, Sue, Jan and June

T

he Dolly Mixture Pre-School Playgroup will be ending the group at the end of the summer term. Jan founded the
group 27 years ago and Jan, June and Sue have worked together through those years. The ladies moved to the
Community Centre in April 2004, being one of the first groups to join. They have decided to close the group, mainly
because of the change in the rules about the reduced age in school intake. The ‘Dollies’ are a big part of the history
of the community centre - several hundred of Great Ashby’s children have passed through the group at the community
centre over the last 11 years and centre manager Dot Smith will be very sorry to see them go. Dot said ‘We have had
lots of laughs over the years. Some of the children who went to the Dollies I now see coming to the kids Club Grapes
on Monday night. I’ll really miss the girls - it’ll seem strange without them here.’
Kirsty Grundy, (left with June from Dolly Mixtures and Stacey Mason) has had all three of
her children attend the playgroup over the
years. Stacey says, ‘We’re so sorry to see
Dolly Mixtures go, they have been amazing
with Felix, Mel, his keyworker bonded with
Felix from day one.
I wish each of the lovely ladies all the very best.’

Early Birds to open a new pre-school in September

F

ollowing the closure of the Dolly Mixtures, there are plans ahead to open another
pre-school for children aged 2 - 4 in September at the community centre. If you are looking
for a pre-school or nursery place in the area for September, call Denisse Skewis on 07917
606828 for further details. Denisse is happy for you to email her at
denisseskewis@hotmail.com
or you can also visit the Early Bird website at
www.earlybirdpreschool.co.uk for more information about this well established pre-school in
North Hertfordshire.
15 hours funded 2 year old and 3-4 year old places are available.
The Pre-school is recruiting for an experienced Early Years Leader and Early Years
Practitioner - contact Dennisse for an application form and job specification.
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Alpha in Great Ashby
Rev Sue Hardwidge, minister of the Great Ashby Community Church writes . . .

‘H

ave you ever wondered about life? What do you know about the Christian faith and do you want to
find out more? In order to help people explore some of these questions, Great Ashby Community
Church runs the Alpha course. (alpha.org.uk). These courses are usually fairly small, and held in someone’s
home in Great Ashby. There is always a good meal to share and new friendships to make.
The course lasts for around 10 sessions with one Saturday away at a local retreat. There are no financial
costs for those taking the course. Our next course will probably be starting during the autumn/winter.
If you are interested please contact Rev Sue Hardwidge (minister of Great Ashby Community Church) at
sulu@hardwidge.co.uk or 01438 352038.
Here are some things said by people who have recently taken the Alpha course in Great Ashby:
“Alpha has been a brilliant tool for me to be able to re-affirm and deepen my connection with my faith and
gave me a perfect introduction to Great Ashby Church and great friends.”
“Alpha helped me make new friends and started me on my journey of faith.”
“I was able to ask the questions I had always wanted to ask and share ideas with new friends.”
“I enjoyed the informality, the social aspect, gentle discussions about the Christian faith and being able to
ask ANY questions. Like many good things it comes highly recommended.”
“A good time, good companionship, great food!”

’

From left to right, back row - Natasha Holt-Rosen, Becca Wilson, Scott Copsey, Martyn Phillips. Front row- Hazel
Paterson, Margaret Wicksey, Caren Porter, Nikki Phillips, Grace Copsey, Helen Copsey, Toby Purnell.
The Great Ashby Community Church meets every Sunday at Round Diamond School at 10.30am. You can also visit
their website at www.greatashbycc.org.uk.

Food Bank collection at Budgen’s

G

reat Ashby resident Donna Lee has been actively supporting
the Stevenage Food Bank for some time. There has been a call
for a collection point in Great Ashby and local store Budgen’s has
agreed to meet this need. Being open from 7.30am until 10pm, the
store seemed the most logical place for a collection point.
Customer Services Manager says ‘Supporting the food bank is a
good thing and we are very happy to help’.
If you would like to donate goods to the food bank, keep an eye out
for the box in Budgen's.
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PCSO Michelle Trussell, new to Great Ashby introduces
herself and provides a police report and writes . . .

N

orth Herts Great Ashby is policed out of Hitchin and is
covered by the Hitchin Rural Safer Neighbourhood
Team (SNT). I have recently joined the team and will be
covering your area as well as The Wymondleys, Graveley,
Codicote, Knebworth and Whitwell. Whilst am I new to the
area, I am not new to the role and have been a PCSO since 2004. In that time I have worked in a generic
role as well as the specialist roles on the mobile police station and as a Youth and Schools PCSO.
Alongside me in the Hitchin Rural Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) are Sgt Stephen Oliphant, PC Chris
Suckling, PC Keith Harding, PC Matt Jenkins and PCSO Heather Burrows. The team can be reached via
the
police
non
emergency
telephone
number
101
or
via
the
team
email
SNTHitchinRural@Herts.pnn.police.uk .
We are very keen on keeping the public informed and a number of safer neighbourhood events are being
planned throughout the year for this area. These will involve the PCSO’s going door to door signing up new
members onto the online neighbourhood watch (OWL) and giving crime prevention advice. We will also be
holding events at the local shopping centre and will advertise these a week in advance in the shops so keep
your eyes peeled.
If you do not want to wait for an event and would like to know more about online neighbourhood watch or
crime prevention simply contact us on the details above and we will get back to you.
You will be pleased to know that crime across the area remains low with recorded crime between 01/05/2015
– 01/06/2015 comprising 0 Burglary Dwelling
0 Burglary Non Dwelling
4 Theft
0 Damage
2 Violent Crime
1 Other recorded crime
·

One of the thefts was dealt with by way
of a restorative justice resolution

·

A male was charged for assault

·

A stolen bike was recovered by its own
er and enquiries are on going to trace
the offender after he was caught on
CCTV.

Antisocial behaviour also remains low with
incidents being restricted to only a couple of
areas. The police are aware of these ‘hotspots’
and are working with residents to resolve the
issues.
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Great Ashby

Hot Food to take away & fresh ground coffee machine
A wide range of chilled beers, ciders and wine • ICE
A wide range of fresh foods, fresh bread baked daily, store prepared/readymade sandwiches
Photocopying & Fax service • Post box •
Newspaper, magazines, stationery and stamps •
PayPoint • Lotto and mobile top up

Free to use ATM

Flowers •

Range of medicines

• BBQ charcoal & accessories •

Large Free Car Park

Open 7am to 10pm. Monday to Saturday - 10am to 4pm on Sundays

This is some Youth Club!
Neil Williams, leader of the Great Ashby Youth Club writes . . .

T

he Great Ashby Youth Club was nominated for the Member of the
Year award at the recent Pro-Action Awards. Pro-Action is a
Hertfordshire charity that provides support, training and DBS checks
for clubs that work with children and young people throughout the
county. Having made the shortlist of five, the club finished third overall.
Oluseye Jegede was at the awards evening to represent the club and
received a certificate from Lord Charles Cecil, the Pro-Action Patron.
Many thanks to Kelsie Taylor from YMCA West and Central Herts for
the photo.
The Youth Club continues to go from strength to strength and has seen
an increase in both the numbers of young people attending, and the
number of volunteers. In September the club is planning to attend
Pro-Action's YAMA Festival near Ware and November sees the return
of midnight ice skating.
The club runs every Friday in term time from 7pm to 9pm in the
Community Centre's main hall and entry is £1.00 per session.

Well Done Natalie, Britt and Steve!
These guys all finished the marathon and raised
lots of money for the Children’s trust!
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Council Corner
New Council
The Community Council is 4 years old and in May it
was time for elections. Six of the Community
Councillors put themselves forward for re-election
and six retired. There were no other nominations so
all six Councillors were re-elected. There are
currently six vacancies to be filled by co-option. By
the time this edition of GASBAG is out, the six
vacancies will hopefully be filled. The names and
contact details of all the Community Councillors can
be found on the noticeboard outside Budgen’s and
on the Council website.
At the Annual Parish meeting on 14th May, the
Community Council was commended for their
achievements over the past 4 years. Amongst these
achievements were:· The planting and ongoing sponsorship of the
roundabout on Great Ashby Way/Whitehorse
Lane
· The purchase of specialist play equipment
sited in the Foyle Close play area
· The purchase of picnic benches and litter
bins in the District Park
· The planting of daffodils
· The purchase and installation of a defibrillator
outside the Community Centre
· The organisation of community litter picks
· The organisation of Christmas Fayres
· The distribution of salt bags during wintry
spells
The Community Council has given grants to the
Community Centre towards the purchase of tables
and chairs/the new Buggy Shelter and a PA system
for the Over 50’s Group. It has supported Circles
and the Youth Club.
Community Awards
Three people were nominated for a Community
Award because of their outstanding voluntary
contribution to the Great Ashby community. One
nominee wished to remain anonymous and declined
to receive the award, although their work was noted
at the award ceremony. The other two were Owen

Smith for his outstanding contribution to the
community and Liam Harrison for his contribution to
the Youth Club.
Grants for Groups
If you work with a project or group that helps and
supports the Great Ashby Community you can
approach the Council for a grant, just contact the
Clerk for more information and an application form.
Litter Pick
The next litter pick will take place on Saturday 20th
June. The bridle path beside the school will be the
target area. Volunteers to meet outside the
Community Centre at 10.00 am to collect litter
pickers and plastic bags.
A very successful litter pick was held on March 22nd.
There is now a band of volunteers who have put
themselves forward to be involved in litter picks on a
more regular basis. the more people involved in
helping to keep Great Ashby tidy the better. The
Community Council has purchased more litter
Pickers, some with extra long handles for the harder
to reach places.
Parking
The Community Council receives lots of
complaints from residents about inconsiderate
and dangerous parking. The design of the roads,
housing and number of cars on the road all
contribute to parking issues across the estate.
This is a plea for residents to consider their
neighbours and through traffic when parking
outside and near your houses.
Monthly Meetings
We hold our meetings on the second Thursday of
each month, except August, at 7:30pm in the
Community Centre. We have a period of time for
questions from the public. Dates and times of all of
our meetings are available on the notice board. We
welcome attendance by residents.

How to Contact the Community Council
Email: clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk
Post: Great Ashby Community Council,
C/O Great Ashby Community Centre, Whitehorse Lane,
Great Ashby, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 6NH
Telephone: 07805018991
Website: http://www.greatashbycouncil.org.uk
Twitter: @GtAshbyCouncil Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/greatashbycommunitycouncil
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What’s On @ the Community Centre
Children and Young People
Little Orchard Baby & Toddler Group
Mon 10.00am - 12.00 noon
01438 350147

Dolly Mixtures
(2 yrs 9mths-4 yrs)

New Start Baby Group
Wed 1.00 - 3.00 pm

Mon - Fri 9.00am - 12.00 noon
Mon - Tue 12.45 - 2.45pm
Jan/June/Sue 07759 756 497
(at above times)

01438 350147
Strawberry Stay & Play
Thur 1.30 - 3.00 pm
01438 350147

Music Train (3 mths - 4yrs)
Tue, Thur & Fri

Twins Club
2 - 4pm
2nd & 3rd Mon of month
twinsclubinfo@gmail.com
1st

greatashbyguides@gmail.com

Wednesdays
Dinky Dancers
Fri 1.45pm

Grapes
kids club, age 7-10
Mon 6.30-7.45pm
Dot 07952 323 692

Ballet,Tap &
Disco/Street
Thurs from 4.30pm
Danielle 07866 395 739

Sue 01438 831281

Angelzdance
Fri 5.00- 6.00pm
Stephen 07909 702 640

Create Art Club
1st Sat in month
10.00 - 11.30am
Suzanne 01438 281723

Hayley 01462 769017

Brownies
greatashbybrownies@gmail.com
Guides

Sport, health and fitness

Rainbows
Wed 5.00-6.00pm
07967 642 428
Madeleine

Youth Club
age 11-16 Fri 7.00-9.00pm
just turn up

Mid Herts Karate
(from 6 yrs up)

Sun 10.30am - 12 noon
Paul 01438 236894
Legs, Bums
& Tums
Weight Watchers
Mon 7.30 - 8.30pm
Mon 5.30 - 6.30 pm
Pauline 07908 969 029
07899 862 321

Badminton Club
Sun 6.00 - 9.00 pm

Slimming World
Wed 9.30 - 11.00am
Jan 07902 029 680

Alive & Singing Rock Choir
Tues 7.30 - 9.30pm
Jamie - 07968 698 651

Great Ashby Community
Council (GACC)
2nd Thur in month 7.30 - 9.30 pm

Sally 07866 451 715

Gary 01438 236823

Zumba ’n Tone
(½ hour Zumba - ½ hour tone)
Tue 7.45 - 8.45pm
Pauline 07908 969 029

Other interests

Pilates Class
Thur 7.30 - 8.30 pm

Hula Hoop Class
Selected Saturdays 10.30 - 11.30am

WI
1st Fri of month 7.30pm
Sylvia 07967 091 857

50+ Friendship Club
Tue 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Margaret 01438 317839

clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk

Sally 07866 451 715

Breathe Easy (British Lung
Foundation)

last Mon of month 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Sue 01438 357319

Contact 01438 365392 or info@greatashbycommunitycentre.org.uk for information on hiring the centre for
parties, private functions etc

Why not try the WI ?

D

o you like having fun, eating cake and having a giggle . . .oh,
and learning something fun and interesting each month? If
the answer is ‘yes’ then why not come and join the Great Gatsby
of Great Ashby W.I?
We are a new generation W.I. who like to try modern things whilst
still embracing the ethics and traditions of the W.I.
If you think we are all Jam and Jerusalem think again! Come and
join us and see what a modern W.I. Group looks like!
We meet on the 1st Friday of every month in the small hall (Hall 2)
in the community centre at 7.45pm.
Please check out our Facebook page ‘Great Gatsby of Great
Ashby WI’.
The views and opinions expressed by guest writers in Gasbag are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policies
or position of GACCMA. Errors and omissions excepted.

