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A

side from the national election dominating this year’s political calendar, Great Ashby is due for
the re-election of its own, non-political, Community Council this May having completed its
first four year term. All 12 seats on the council will be up for election. This could be your opportunity
to get involved and work towards making a difference here in our community. You can stand in the
election if you are 18 or over and are either a British, EU or eligible Commonwealth citizen and
have lived or worked within Great Ashby throughout the last twelve months, or live within three
miles of Great Ashby.

Some of the achievements and projects the community council has been involved with include
sponsoring the planting of the roundabout where Great Ashby Way meets Fairfield Way with Adult Rock & Pop
maintained planting, providing specialised playground equipment which disabled children can use
Choir in
and enjoy and supporting the youth club which meets at the community centre every Friday evening
Great
Ashby!
during term time which provides a really valuable service to our young people. The community
council has also provided support for the community centre and Circles cafe. They also provided
All inclusive!
three picnic benches in the District Park. In actively working towards making Great Ashby a nicer
No Audition!
environment to live and work in, the council, with the help of residents, has also planted hundreds
of daffodils along the verges No requirement
and holds regular litter picks
to read music!
each year.
Mondays
If you are interested and would 7.30pm - 9.30pm
like to know more, there is
Visit
more information and contact
details in the ‘Council Corner’ www.aliveandsinging
.com
article on page 7.
email
aliveandsinging@
gmail.com

Community litter pick - the
next one is on Sunday,
March 22nd at 10.00am at
the District Park

for more details
or call Jamie
07968 698651

Oluseye - you're a Star!

O

luseye Jegede was awarded the North Herts District
Council Chairman's Special Recognition Award
for ‘Outstanding Contribution to Children and Young
People’ at the Chairman's Charity Gala at the end of February.
Oluseye helps to run Grapes Kids Club on Monday evenings
and the Great Ashby Youth Club on Friday evenings. He
commutes each day to London to his job as a Data Analyst and
Trainer and on the nights when the children’s groups are on
comes straight from the train station to the community centre
where the groups take place, often on his foldable bike.
Neil Williams who runs the youth club and helps at Grapes
nominated Oluseye and says, ‘This award is very well deserved
by Oluseye but apart from that, he’s an all-round good egg!’
Haycock Round resident Oluseye also helps out with the PA
system at the Great Ashby Community Church which meets at
Round Diamond School every Sunday from 10.30am.

Oluseye with his award
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• PHOTOCOPIE

Filling the G.A.P! - a new initiative in Great Ashby

• FAX’S

A

network – the Great Ashby Partnership (GAP) - is being set up with
the aim of providing extra help, support, advice, events and
activities that meets the needs of and benefits the Great Ashby
community. The aim is for local organisations, bodies, businesses and
groups in Great Ashby to work together in partnership by pooling their
often very stretched resources. It is hoped that by working together they
can provide services that they would otherwise not have been able to
provide on their own.
The overarching objective of GAP is to bring benefit to the local community – to make an extra difference.
“If only we had the people or the time or the resources to do it … we would.” The Great Ashby Partnership is hoping to foster
a willingness for people to get involved along with others under the GAP umbrella to provide something extra for the benefit
of our neighbourhood.
GAP can help identify needs and interests in the local community and match these with the interests and willingness of other
organisations, hopefully enabling events and activities to proceed by those wanting to make them happen.
The first activity under the Great Ashby Partnership umbrella started at the end of February. This is a 6-week parenting
course being provided free with involvement from Strawberry Fields Children’s Centre, Round Diamond School, Great Ashby
Community Church, Great Ashby Community Centre and Circles Café working in partnership.
“It’s about working together to make things happen that would not otherwise have happened, about meeting needs and
bringing extra benefit to the local community” says GAP founder, Owen Smith.
Visit the GAP website – www.greatashbypartnership.org.uk – to find out more or find them on Facebook. Whether you are
a local resident, a local business or organisation or run a local group and would like to get in touch with the Great Ashby
Partnership about being a partner or with a specific idea or suggestion or see a possible area of need you can either email
them at owen@greatashbypartnership.org.uk or write to them via the Great Ashby Community Centre, Whitehorse Lane,
Stevenage, SG1 6NH.

Our growing list of Partners include . . .
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Geoffrey Matthew at Great Ashby enjoyed a record breaking 2014.
The active market has been heavily influenced by the shortage of
supply and the introduction of the Help to Buy Scheme. Prices have
rocketed up around 12%-15% locally. There are more buyers than
properties available and this momentum has continued into 2015.
To add fuel to the fire (in a positive way) the stamp duty threshold
changed in December 2014, saving money for the majority of buyer’s
on their new purchase.
However, with a shortage of supply heavily influenced by a fear of
onward movers unable to find, this is causing a backlog of potential
sellers to not put their own property up for sale first, find a suitable
buyer and put them in a better position to act quickly should
something suitable for them to come onto the market.
If the majority have the same stalling mind set, this does cause a stagnant market. The best advice we can offer a potential
seller is to get a valuation today, come onto the market quickly to take advantage of record breaking prices and rise to the
top of estate agents mailing lists as a proceedable buyer. Unfortunately in most cases, estate agents are not getting a
chance to speak to their buyers register who have not got their own house on the market. Naturally they will target buyers
that can act there and then. The market needs an equal measure of motivated sellers, as well as motivated buyers.
Just over half of new properties to the market at Geoffrey Matthew in 2014 sold before they reached the internet portals
and local newspaper advertisement. We are a firm believer of old fashioned estate agency, refining a good quality, financially
qualified buyers register and essentially matching buyer to house as it comes onto the market.
Geoffrey Matthew offer a NO SALE, NO FEE policy. Therefore we encourage you to call us today to discuss how our
marketing package could work for you. If you sell quickly, do not panic. This is a positive thing. If you sell quickly and are
struggling to find at the same pace, again do not panic. We encourage you to not part with any money until there is a
complete chain and everyone involved is in a position to move forward.
You have nothing to lose! . . .
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T

hree Great Ashby residents are training hard Donna Lee, left, is the Community
for this year’s London Marathon which takes Fundraising Manager for The Children’s
place on 26th April. Natalie Green, Britt Ward and Trust and ran the Marathon last year.
Stephen Hayes are running for The Children’s
Trust charity. Donna Lee, who ran the Marathon
last year, is the Community Fundraising
Manager for the Children’s Trust says, ‘We are
the UK’s leading charity for children with brain
injury, providing expert rehabilitation, education,
therapy and care at the specialist centre in
Tadworth. We are supporting children from
across the UK which has sadly also included
some local children. We also offer services in the community around the country
and online support for parents. Without people like Natalie and Stephen we would
not be able to continue supporting the amount of children and families that we
do. Please support them in their fundraising and help make a difference to children
with brain injury.’
If you would like to learn more about The Children’s Trust or hold your own
fundraising event please contact Donna Lee Community Fundraising Manager
dlee@thechildrenstrust.org.uk

Natalie’s story . . .

‘

In 2013 I set myself two goals - one was to lose weight and the second was
to get fit! I started my weight loss mission in September 2013 and lost 4 stone
so had to think about getting my fitness up to par. This was a mammoth mission
as I couldn’t even run for a bus but I took the plunge and started running around
St Nicholas playing fields with my friend. I decided to step it up a few gears and
entered the marathon for this amazing charity.
I have 2 children of my own, Daniel who is 7 and Baylie who is 3. They are both
very lively, happy and healthy and I know how lucky we are. Reading the stories
on The Children’s Trust website makes me realise just how quickly things can
change and how lives can be turned upside down in an instant. We often take
for granted the little things our children do – I no longer do this and I urge you to
sit down and read the stories of the amazing and inspirational children and families
at The Children’s Trust. I am lucky to work with children as a Registered
Childminder and the children we work with have learnt such a great deal about
charity and helping others and they want to help me in various fundraising
activities and have planned a DVD morning in our onesies, a sponsored toddle
waddle and my son who doesn’t stop talking is contemplating a sponsored silence
– those who know Daniel know how much money this deserves!
I have been overwhelmed by the support being shown to me by family, friends
and the community of Great Ashby who have been donating bags of unwanted
goods, both new and used for me to sell. I have made just under £1000 from
doing this alone. Thank you to everyone who has supported me so far, it really
does mean a lot to me! If you have any items you wish to donate to the
fundraising, I will leave my details with Dot at the Community Centre and I will be
happy to collect them from you.
Doing the Marathon is such a massive challenge for me and one I know I will find
emotional, raising money for such a wonderful charity. If you would like to sponsor
me, you can do so on http://m.virginmoneygiving.com/NatalieGreen

WANTED!

’

Natalie Green , along with other
Great Ashby residents Britt Ward and
Stephen Hayes, will be running the
London Marathon on April 26

The Leys Primary and Nursery School currently has a vacancy for a community governor to join their experienced
board. To register interest, please contact the school office on 01438 314148.
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Chair of the Friends of the Forster Country writes his personal view on the latest housing proposals . . .
am writing as Chairman of the Friends of
the Forster Country, but some of the
views expressed here are my own. I am
sure that you will all be aware that NHDC
is planning to give permission for the
building of about 14,200 houses between
now and 2031 of which about 2,000 will be
to the north or north east of Stevenage.
1,000 of the latter could be on Forster
Country which is my area of concern.

I

I have little doubt that thousands of new
homes are required in the UK for several
reasons. The question is, where should
these go? Hertfordshire as a whole carries
the second highest population density of
any of the shire counties in the UK so do
we want that increased even further with
the attendant increase in congestion and loss of some of our beautiful rolling countryside.
In my opinion, the proposals themselves seem to be far from professional and as such do not instil confidence in the
consultative process. Reasons given for the destruction of our greenbelt are flimsy. There is very little quantitative analysis
given in the main consultation document which seems to comprise large sections plucked from standard texts. The outline
plan for the Forster Country remains “work in progress”
after two years since the last consultation.
From our local perspective, all the above has been
proposed without due consideration for the qualities of the
Forster Country itself. This area has great importance to
our literary heritage, being the setting for E M Forster’s
novel Howards End which along with his other work made
him the 20th Century’s leading author in some people’s
eyes. He lived here during his formative years in Rooks
Nest House (pictured) on which Howards End is based.
He enjoyed this countryside which is under threat. This
area also provides a green lung for all who live close to it
as well as a marvellous gateway to the beautiful
undulating countryside of North Hertfordshire and is full
of flora and fauna which would be destroyed.
Comments on the current proposals had to be submitted
by 6th February 2015 but there will be a further stage. You
may like to consider where you stand on this and whether
or not you feel a need to support or oppose the proposed developments.

John Spiers

5 Reasons Dog Owners Don’t Pick Up Their Dog’s Poop by Kimberly Gauthier

W

hen I walked the dogs, I didn’t really think the fact that I didn’t pick up the poop was a big deal, because it was off in
the woods or in the tall grass. As long as no one stepped in it, what’s the big deal? The big deal is that people were
stepping in it. Myself included.
When just one person doesn’t pick up after their dog, it’s inconsiderate or an oversight. When only a handful of people are
picking up after their dog, then it’s a nuisance and an environmental hazard.

So why don’t people pick up after their dogs?
It’s Gross – our dogs eat raw dog food and one of the benefits is smaller, less smell poop – that doesn’t mean that their
poop doesn’t smell and scooping up warm, sometimes soft (sometimes liquid) dog poop is just gross.
It’s Not Nice to Carry the Poop Bag – speaking of the gross factor and smell, on our walks, I get to carry multiple bags of
dog poop bags, because sometimes our dogs poop twice on a walk. The swinging bags are awkward, they get heavy, and
they smell.
Isn’t it Fertilizer? – I thought so too, but dog poop isn’t like cow or horse poop - dog poop is an environmental hazard.
“Forgot” or Ran Out of Dog Poop Bags – I carry rolls in my bag and in my car, because I have come to the park and
had to walk our dogs in shame, because I didn’t have any dog poop bags. Now I have enough for our dogs, their multiple
poops, and to share with other dog owners too.
No One Will Notice – Everyone notices, but they’re probably feeling justified in their failure to scoop their dog’s poop. If
she isn’t doing it, then I don’t have to. But this attitude is what has ruined one of our favourite walking trails that’s covered
in dog poop. It’ll clear up (visually) during few days of rain, but the fact that it’s broken down and no longer visible, doesn’t
mean that we’re not all tracking it back to our cars and homes.
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The Great Ashby Community Church meet
every Sunday at Round Diamond School.
They begin with meeting for a chat over hot
drinks and biscuits or cake before the
service begins at 10.50am. Scott Copsey who attends with his wife Helen and children
James and Grace says, 'GACC is very welcoming and friendly, whether you have
great faith or none at all.’.James says 'I love the Church because we have lots of fun
there'
Helen added 'We have made many special friends at GACC, and I am so glad we
decided to make our first visit over three years ago.'
David and Femi Oladiran have recently become regular attendees at the church with
sons Daimi and Tomi. David says 'GACC is a great family oriented church. The
services are heart lifting and inspiring. The boys particularly love the children's church
where they learn about the Bible through various fun activities.'
The Easter Sunday service is on April 5th and everyone is welcome. If you would like
to find out more information, visit the church website at www.greatashbycc.org.uk

The Copseys - Helen, Scott,
James and baby Grace

The Oladirans - David, Femi and boys
Daimi and Tomi

from St Mary’s, Graveley . . .

‘

Did you know? Most of Great Ashby is in the parish of St Mary's
Church, Church Lane, Graveley. Why not come down and see our lovely
church and meet Rev Dave Brown. Services every Sunday at 11:30am.
Our Special Easter services are Good Friday 3rd April at 11.00am and
we have our Easter Sunday Celebration 5th April at 11.30am Everyone
is welcome, please visit www.graveley.org.uk/graveley_church.asp if
you would like more details.

’

Cleaner Gutters in Great Ashby!

G

utters are very important for protecting your house, designed to carry excess water
from the roof which in turn prevents damage to sofits and fascias and in extreme cases
can cause damage to the house footings.
Why wait until you can see things growing over the top of your gutters or water pouring over
them before getting them checked? Quite often there can be unseen problems brewing due
to a build up of leaves, moss, silt and other debris.

Very satisfied customer!
At Gutter Cleaners we use wireless CCTV to check their condition and if necessary, clean them using a high powered vacuum.
All work is completed from the ground without using ladders - this means we can also clean above conservatory roofs. Great
Ashby resident and satisfied customer Jon Miles says, ‘We had ours done - great price and great service, thanks Mark‘
For readers of this edition of Gasbag, CleanerGutters will give a free gutter check which usually costs £15 with a no obligation
quotation to clean your gutters. For more details, email Mark at Mark@cleaner gutters.co.uk or visit the web site
www.cleanergutters.co.uk.
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Yoga at the Community Centre
Hatha Flow - all levels welcome
Yoga tutor Lisette Stribling is bringing her Yoga classes to Great
Ashby. From 16th March, classes will take place on Monday
evenings in Hall 2 at the centre (the entrance nearest Busy Bees
nursery) between 8pm and 9pm. A 6 week course costs £48 Lisette is fully insured and accredited with the Yoga Alliance and
REPS.

Lisette is also running Pregnancy Yoga sessions from Tuesday 24th March from 6pm until 7pm in Hall 1
which is the main hall. This class is for ladies who are from 12 weeks pregnant to birth and no previous
experience is required.
If you would like to know more about the yoga sessions, contact Lisette at lisetteyoga@yahoo.co.uk or
call/text her mobile on 07758 652 944.

Grapes!

Grapes Kids Club is open to any child aged between 7 and 10 years of age and
takes place on term time Monday evenings from 6.30pm - 7.45pm at the
community centre. It’s run under the umbrella of the Great Ashby Community
Church and absolutely any child of no faith or any faith is very welcome to come,
give it a try and see if they like it. The focus of Grapes is on the kids having fun
in an environment where they are valued as individual people with their place in
the world. There are team games, cooking, craft making and other activities. The ‘subs’ are 50p per week, pay as you go.
The club started in 2012 and we have already had to say sad ‘Goodbyes’ to some of our older children. This means we
have places available for children after the Easter break - if you think your child would like to join us, please contact Dot at
dotandowen@sky.com or call/text Dot on 07952 323 692. All our leaders are Enhanced CRB checked and all have a great
deal of experience in working with children.

The Great Ashby Community Centre Management
Association (GACCMA) held a Board Games afternoon
on 1st March in Hall 2 at the centre. It was a free ‘just
turn up’ event - a wide selection of games were
available and everyone was soon busy playing their
favourites and trying out new ones. Families dropped
in and played the games together, enjoying
refreshments bought from Circles to keep them going.
Another Board Games afternoon has been set for
Sunday May 10th - keep an eye out on Facebook and
for posters in the community centre for details.
Whose turn is it? A game of Scrabble under way.
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Council Corner
How to Contact the Community Council
Email: clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk
Post: Great Ashby Community Council, C/O Great Ashby Community Centre, Whitehorse Lane,
Great Ashby, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 6NH
Telephone: 07864 026083
Website: http://www.greatashbycouncil.org.uk
Twitter: @GtAshbyCouncil
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/greatashbycommunitycouncil
Elections
The Community Council is rapidly approaching its fourth
anniversary which means elections are due this year. All
twelve seats on the Council will be up for election. If you
are interested in helping to improve Great Ashby you
should consider standing.
You can stand in the election if you are 18 or over and are
either a British, EU or eligible Commonwealth citizen and
have lived or worked within Great Ashby throughout the
last twelve months, or live within three miles of Great
Ashby.
Nomination packs are now available from Catherine Cole
at North Hertfordshire District Council on 01462 474204 or
email Catherine.cole@north-herts.gov.uk
th
Nominations can be returned to NHDC from Monday 30
th
March and must be received by 4pm on Thursday 9
April. There are some common questions that people ask
so we’ve tried to answer the most common ones below,
but feel free to contact us or NHDC with any other
questions.
“What’s involved in being a Community Councillor?”
The Council meets eleven times a year and Councillors
are expected to attend as many meetings as they can,
sending apologies when they can’t. The Council has a
number of committees that generally meet six times a
year. Some of the committees also meet with
Hertfordshire Highways or NHDC Grounds Maintenance
once or twice a year.
On average the time requirement for most members is
one or two hours per week.

“Is it a paid role?”
Community Councillors are all volunteers. Out of pocket
expenses can be covered on the production of a valid
receipt.
Council Tax
We’ve agreed to freeze our overall budget again this year,
but you may see a small increase on your council tax bill
due to a grant being reduced, but the overall amount we
take will still be lower than a few years ago.
Litter Pick
Our first litter pick will be taking place in the District Park
nd
on Sunday 22 March from 10am. We have had to
change the date from the usual Saturday. Please do come
along. If you’re part of a group that would like to borrow
our litter pickers at any point please contact Pauline
Kellett by email using the address above.
Great Ashby Way
The feasibility study for a new crossing on Great Ashby
Way is underway, but is not expected to be completed for
a while due to the level of work Hertfordshire Highways
are currently undertaking. As soon as we have any
information we will pass it on.
Road Salt Scheme
Many thanks to everyone who took part in the scheme this
year. Thankfully we’ve had very little snow again.
Hopefully with spring upon us we’ve had the last of the
snow for the winter.

“When do the meetings take place?”
Most of the meetings take place in the evenings, although
meetings with Hertfordshire Highways tend to take place
during the day.

Our Website
We’re just starting work on a new website which will be
easier to update more often. We’ll let you know when it’s
up and running.

“How long is the term of office?”
Four years, although you can stand down earlier if you
need to.

Grants
We do have some funds available that we can use to
award grants to community groups. If you are part of a
group that works within Great Ashby please contact
Pauline Kellett for a grant form.

“What happens if there are twelve or fewer nominations?”
The election would be “uncontested” and the candidates
would become Councillors at the May meeting of the
Council. The Council could co-opt willing people to fill the
empty seats.
“I don’t know anything about being a Councillor, is there
training available?”
Yes, there is training available through the Hertfordshire
Association of Town and Parish Councils and funding has
been set aside for it. The training usually takes place in
the evening, often in Hatfield.

Keep up to date
For the latest news from the Community Council please
follow us on Facebook and Twitter or check our notice
board beside the entrance to Budgens.
Monthly Meetings
We hold our meetings on the second Thursday of each
month, except August, at 7:30pm in the Community
Centre. We have a period of time for questions from the
public. Dates and times of all of our meetings are
available on the notice board.
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What’s On @ the Community Centre
Children and Young People
Little Orchard Baby & Toddler Group
Mon 10.00am - 12.00 noon
01438 350147

Dolly Mixtures
(2 yrs 9mths-4 yrs)

New Start Baby Group
Wed 1.00 - 3.00 pm

Mon - Fri 9.00am - 12.00 noon
Mon - Tue 12.45 - 2.45pm
Jan/June/Sue 07759 756 497
(at above times)

01438 350147
Strawberry Stay & Play
Thur 1.30 - 3.00 pm
01438 350147

Music Train (3 mths - 4yrs)
Tue, Thur & Fri

Twins Club
2 - 4pm
2nd & 3rd Mon of month
twinsclubinfo@gmail.com
1st

greatashbyguides@gmail.com

Wednesdays
Dinky Dancers
Fri 1.45pm

Ballet,Tap &
Disco/Street
Thurs from 4.30pm
Danielle 07866 395 739

Sue 01438 831281

Mid Herts Karate

Sally 07866 451 715

Sun 10.30am - 12 noon
Paul 01438 236894
Legs, Bums
& Tums
Weight Watchers
Mon 7.30 - 8.30pm
Mon 5.30 - 6.30 pm
Pauline 07908 969 029
07899 862 321

Pilates Class
Thur 7.30 - 8.30 pm
Sally 07866 451 715
Badminton Club
Sun 6.00 - 9.00 pm
Gary 01438 236823

Zumba ’n Tone
(½ hour Zumba - ½ hour tone)
Tue 7.45 - 8.45pm
Pauline 07908 969 029

Slimming World
Wed 9.30 - 11.00am
Jan 07902 029 680

Alive & Singing Rock Choir
Tues 7.30 - 10pm
Jamie - 07968 698 651

Great Ashby Community
Council (GACC)
2nd Thur in month 8.00 - 9.30 pm

Grapes
kids club, age 7-10
Mon 6.30-7.45pm
Dot 07952 323 692

Hula Hoop Class
Selected Saturdays 10.30 - 11.30am

(from 6 yrs up)

Other interests

Angelzdance
Fri 5.00- 6.00pm
Stephen 07909 702 640

Create Art Club
1st Sat in month
10.00am - 11.30am
Suzanne 01438 281723

Hayley 01462 769017

Brownies
greatashbybrownies@gmail.com
Guides

Sport, health and fitness

Rainbows
Wed 5.00-6.00pm
07967 642 428
Madeleine

Yoga
Mon 8.00 - 9.00pm
Lisette - 07758 652 944

WI
1st Fri of month 7.30pm
Sylvia 07967 091 857

50+ Friendship Club
Tue 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Margaret 01438 317839

clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk

Breathe Easy (British Lung
Foundation)

last Mon of month 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Sue 01438 357319

Contact 01438 365392 or info@greatashbycommunitycentre.org.uk for information on hiring the centre for
parties, private functions etc

Just the Club for Creative Youngsters!
If your child loves to
be creative, Suzanne
runs Create Club - a
fun arts and crafts
group for children
aged 5-11 - on the
first Saturday of the
month at the community centre. Contact
suzanneharvey@thec
reationstation.co.uk
for further information or call 01438
281723

