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T

he issue of housing developments across the whole area is again at
the forefront in the district as a revised plan is about to undergo
consultation. The areas under consideration for extra houses include
Baldock, Hitchin, Letchworth, Royston, Cockernhoe & East of Luton,
Stevenage North and Great Ashby & North East Stevenage.
The people of North Hertfordshire are invited to have their say once again
on NHDC’s preferred options for the allocation of land for housing and
other development following the decision to go to consultation by Full
Council which took place on 27th November.
The district’s residents and businesses will be asked for their opinion on
the Preferred Options with public consultation set to run for seven weeks
from 18 December until 6 February 2015. The results of the consultation
will be used to prepare the final version of the Draft Local Plan to be put
forward, following a further consultation, for examination by the Planning
Inspectorate next year.
The draft plan includes 12,100 homes for North Hertfordshire’s needs over the period from 2011 to 2031 and identifies
sites for housing and employment across North Hertfordshire’s towns and villages. As some of the sites proposed will
be substantial new communities, the Council will prepare masterplans for those sites, which will look at the infrastructure
and facilities necessary to support the developments, such as adequate schools and new neighbourhood centres.
Cllr David Levett, NHDC’s Portfolio Holder for Planning and Enterprise said: “We want to encourage people to have their
say and so welcome views from the public, interest groups and potential developers. There is a need for new homes in
North Hertfordshire to meet the demands of the growing population. Having thought carefully about the proposed sites
we would now like to get as much feedback as we can’.
For more information on the draft Local Plan 2011-2031 visit the NHDC website at www.north-herts.gov.uk/localplan
The areas concerning Great Ashby and North East of Stevenage are in two sites allocated for around 857 extra homes
- 357 houses at the area known as Roundwood which is actually in the parish of Gravely and 500 on land off Mendip
Way, in Weston parish. This site is to include provision for an additional primary school (see page 93 of the local plan
document). Stevenage North is being allocated approximately 1,000 houses. This is a site on undeveloped farm land in
the Gravely area and involves North Herts District Council and Stevenage Borough Council working together as both
councils have control over the combined area (page 129).
The Great Ashby Community Council will be responding to the consultation and are currently reviewing the documentation. They meet on the second Thursday of each month in the Community Centre. In order to keep up with news and
issues affecting Great Ashby, residents are encouraged to visit their Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/GreatAshbyCommunityCouncil or look at their noticeboard outside Budgens.

Nasty Near Miss - Sign up for Change

S

hortly after the last issue of Gasbag featuring an article on the dangers parents and children face when crossing the
roads to get to school, an incident occurred at the school roundabout where a 4 year old girl and her mother were
seconds away from being knocked down by a car travelling at excess speed and barely slowing to acknowledge the
roundabout. Needless to say mother and daughter were badly shaken. Many suggestions have been aired in attempts to
resolve the issue of safety around the school. The feasibility study mentioned in the last issue is still in progress. In response
to a suggestion that the speed is reduced to 20 miles per hour, Neil Williams, Chair of the Great Ashby Community Council,
says “The County Council do have a Speed Management Strategy (SMS) that lists the conditions under which a 20mph
limit can be applied to a road. Great Ashby Way would not qualify as the average speed is too high. One of the issues with
20mph limits is that they are required to be effectively self-enforcing.” A petition for a Puffin Crossing has been set up by
Whitehorse Road resident Kirstie Grundy which you can sign at consult.hertsdirect.org/petitions/petition?petition_id=239208

Printed locally by Diamond Print 01438 315999 www.diamondprint.com

Monty comes to Great Ashby!

L

ooking forward to the
John
Lewis
Christmas advert has
become a feature of the
run up towards the Big
Day. Eight year old Rhys
Edwards stars as the
young boy and his
penguin friend Monty in
this year’s story about
Monty’s search for his
ideal mate. Rhys, who
lives in Great Ashby and
attends Round Diamond
School, was introduced
to the world of showbiz
at the age of five after
one of his nursery
teachers recommended
that he sign up to the young peoples talent agency, Daisy & Dukes. Mum Lucie Edwards said: “He has done other things
but so far they have kind of been blink-and-you-miss-it, but this John Lewis advert is a big thing.”
The heartwarming story is set to Tom Odell’s cover of John Lennon’s Real Love and has already had well over 10 million
hits on YouTube. Rhys says ‘I had loads of fun filming and I really miss everyone I worked with. I loved playing in the pretend
snow! I think the advert looks really good, especially how they put Monty in afterwards!’

G.A. SALSA! - Salsa 4 week workshop for beginners
Always wanted to learn Salsa? Now’s your chance! Come and learn one of the most popular dances around. We
will take you step by step through all the basic moves and develop your dancing each week towards more complex
combinations and routines, and you’ll have great fun doing it! The cost of the whole workshop is £30 and will take
place at the Great Ashby Community Centre. The dates are Sunday 11th 18th 25th of January from 12.30pm –
1.30pm and Sunday 1st February from 12 noon - 1pm. We also host monthly Salsa parties on the first

Sunday of each month between 1pm and 5pm which are also fantastic fun. For more information
about what we do visit www.salsastevenage.co.uk or call 07788867925.

Have you got a baby? Got an under 5-year-old? Are you an expectant mum?
Registration will give you access to a wide variety of family activities, advice on many topics including health visitor sessions,
healthcare, baby weighing, opportunities to meet others, parenting and family support, links to training and job opportunities
and much more. To see the full range of what’s going on, visit www.hertschildrenscentres.org.uk/strawberryfields, call in at
our office at the front of Round Diamond School, or call 01438 350147 - we are also on Facebook.
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Strawberry Fields - the Great Ashby Children’s Centre for families with under 5’s

The new Great Ashby ‘Tradition’ - Don’t Miss It!

L

ast year the Great Ashby Community
Centre hosted a very well-attended carol
service and it was great to see so many of
the local community seeing in Christmas
right here where we live.
The service will take place again this year
on Sunday evening, December 21st at
6.30pm. Rev Sue Hardwidge, minister at the
Great Ashby Community Church says,
“Many people love the old traditional carols
and it’s a lovely way to start Christmas week
with a good sing and a mince pie. We also
served up a non-alcoholic punch which was
a big hit with everyone who tried some. It
really is a great, heartwarming community
occasion.

S

inging Christmas Carols in Victorian style dress outside Budgens has already
become a tradition in Great Ashby as the Great Ashby Community Church
have been doing it for the last 6 years. The singing starts at around 10.30am on
Saturday, 20th December and shoppers or passers-by regularly stop to join in and
sing or just listen. There will be a Nativity service at the church in the morning of
December 21st and a short service on Christmas Day, both starting at 10.30am.
All services apart from the Carols by Candlelight take place at Round Diamond
School and everyone is welcome.

A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our customers
Your local Great Ashby store Here for you over the festive period
Christmas Opening times 23/12/12 Tuesday
24/12/12 Christmas Eve
25/12/12 Christmas Day
26/12/12 Boxing Day
27/12/12 Saturday
28/12/12 Sunday
29/12/12 Monday
30/12/12 Tuesday
31/12/12 New Years Eve
01/01/13 New Years Day
02/01/13 Friday

normal
- 6pm
CLOSED
9am - 5pm
8am - 8pm
8am - 8pm
10am - 4pm
8am - 8pm
7am - 7pm
9am - 5pm
normal
7am

Normal opening times Open 7am - 10pm Monday – Saturday, 10am - 4pm
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Circles, Doughnuts and Tigers for Martins Wood!

C

hildren from Martins Wood Primary School had a real treat when as part of their appreciation of the classic tale,
‘TheTiger Who Came to Tea’, they went to a real cafe, just like in the story. The children all lined up at the door
of Great Ashby’s very own cafe, Circles, and once inside chose either a pink doughnut or chocolate doughnut with
an orange juice or apple juice. Teaching Assistant Julie Coker got a surprise when she was presented with a cake
as it was her birthday and everyone sang ‘Happy Birthday’. Circles Manager Liann Atherton was very impressed
with the behaviour and manners of the children, saying “They all had a lovely time and when they’d finished put all
their rubbish in black rubbish sacks and said thank you.” The children did paintings of their experience and sent
them in to Circles with ‘thank you letters’.

Fancy an Afternoon Tea Dance?
Footsteps School of Dancing is coming to Great Ashby!
Nigel Price is bringing his Dance School to the community centre
from January 7th. The sessions are on Wednesday afternoons between 2.30pm and 4.30pm.
Come and enjoy afternoon delight as you dance Ballroom and Latin & Modern Sequence.
The sessions cost £5 per person.
If you would like to know more, please contact Deborah or Nigel on 01462 673895, visit
www.footstepsschoolofdancing.co.uk or email nigel@footstepsschoolofdancing.co.uk

A Winner - Well Done the Leys!
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014 has been the best year ever in the history of The Leys School! In February Ofsted came calling and the school was
graded a ‘Good school’; the inspectors were not only very impressed with the obvious improvements in the school, but
in particular in the significant rise in standards. In July the school then achieved excellent SATs results for the group of
Year 6 with 98% pupils achieving Level 4 in Reading, 92% achieved Level 4 in Writing and 86% achieved Level 4 in Maths.
The new term in September bought even more good news, when the school was nominated by a parent in BOB FM’s BOBs
BEST SCHOOL competition. The school was up against eighteen other schools in Herts, Bed and Bucks, and after a tense
couple of weeks, the whole school community got behind the school who eventually WON the competition. A great start
to another school year. Visits to the school are always welcome!
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A

s anyone who has ever tried to book the community centre at short notice knows, it’s a very busy place. Many of the
groups that regularly meet there are run by volunteers who give up their time to ensure those groups can continue to
run. Many of these groups help to bring people together. In no particular order, the volunteer run groups include:

Twins Club . Grapes Kids Club . 50+ Friendship Group . Rainbows . Brownies .
Guides . Great Ashby Youth Club . Women’s Institute
The Youth Club on Friday evenings is run by volunteers and is in need of some new ones. The club runs from 7:009:00pm on most Friday evenings in term time. The club has been up and running since March 2013, and it is currently
financially stable thanks to the support of the Community Council and the work of the existing volunteer team. The club
provides a range of activities for 11-16 year olds including sports, cookery and art and craft. Thanks to the support of
both the County and District Councils they have been able to purchase a large net to split the hall into two sections, so
that they can safely run sports activities indoors along with quieter activities.
All volunteers are put through a DBS check and provided with Level 1 Child Protection training with Pro-Action. If you can
only help out a couple of times a month, please do still get in touch as they certainly don’t expect the whole team to be at
every session. For more information on the Youth Club email Tashmina Hoque on Tashmina.Hoque@pro-actionherts.org
or call Pro-Action on 01707 276859. Volunteers also have the opportunity to take part in additional training on a range of
topics from the Pro-Action Core Skills Training Program.

Child Protection
All groups have Designated Child Protection Officers who ensure the groups comply with legislation designed to keep the
children safe from potential harm. One of the rules they have to work to is ensuring they know who is on site and restrict
unknown people from having contact with the children. For that reason many of the groups cannot permit unknown adults
into the part of centre they are using, even to use the toilets.

Disgusting . . . . .
There have been a few incidents of people being turned away from the centre by these groups who turn quite verbally
abusive. The Youth Club Administrator recently reported quite a serious incident with a group of young adults who even
threatened to urinate over the front door to the centre. Some may see those who have to apply these rules as ‘Jobsworths’,
but these groups cannot take risks with regards to Child Protection, and should not be expected to. If a group turns you
away from the centre please just walk away. Abusive behaviour towards any centre user will not be tolerated. The Centre
has CCTV and images will be passed to the police on request.

Neil Williams

Girlguiding in Great Ashby Needs You!

G

irlguiding is calling on residents of Great Ashby
to give some time to allow local girls and young
women the chance to enjoy a wide range of exciting
activities, as well as acquire new skills and
experiences themselves.
Due to the increased popularity of Rainbows, Brownies and Guides, our
local units based at the Great Ashby Community Centre are in desperate
need of adult volunteers so that girls in our community can take part.
Brownies, along with leaders, have been raising money for Macmillan
Nurses and testing their skills and nerve on the high ropes course at
Fairlands. The Guides have been camping with Guides and leaders from
Hertfordshire to celebrate our county’s centenary - abseiling, zorbing and
skiing to name but a few activities. Rainbows have also been having fun
with challenges, holding a fun day with other units and having a sleepover!
To find out more, please email k.barrowclough@sky.com or visit
www.girlguiding.org.uk.

Karen Barrowclough

Are you good with figures?

A

ndy Brockhurst, who has been with the Great Ashby Community Centre Management Association since it began has
stepped down from his role as Treasurer. If you would like to serve the community in this way please contact Owen
Smith at secretary@greatashbycommunitycentre.org.uk. Andy is happy to be on hand and advise or answer any questions
on the role if needed during a handover period.
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Inside Circles . . .
. . . a snapshot of some Great Ashby’s ‘Circles’ coffee shop customers
Do you come here often? I teach Music Train from the community
centre 3 days a week so coming to circles for my lunch is really handy.
What is your favourite treat in Circles? My favourite treat is their all
singing all dancing hot chocolate. My boys say it's the nicest they've
ever had!!
Do you live in Great Ashby or are you visiting? I don't live in Great
Ashby but I'm very lucky to work in such a great community.
If Father Christmas could spend all his money on you, what would
you like him to buy? If you asked that question to my children, they
would want me to take them to Disneyland in America and get a new
car. To be honest as long as my family and friends are happy &
healthy, that's good enough for me!
If you were to perform in a Christmas circus, what would you do?
The circus certainly wouldn't want me as a dancer that's for sure! I'd be
better off behind the scenes selling tickets!!

Hayley Ayres

Hayley
What article of clothing most closely describes your personality,
and why? I've got a really nice scarf that I like to wear in the winter
months that would probably describe my personality best. Bright,
cheery with a bit of a sparkle.
Do you come here often? Yes, usually at least twice a
week.
What is your favourite treat in circles? When I’m not
on my diet I love the baked potatoes with Coronation
chicken. YUMMY!!

Sue

Do you live in Great Ashby? Yes and I think it’s a
great place to live.
If Father Christmas could spend all his money on
you what would you like him to buy? I could give you
all sorts of very worthy answers like world peace or the
ability to add up or to organise things better but I think
what I’d really like is a huge bar of really good chocolate.
If you could perform in a Christmas circus what
would you do? I’d conduct the band and sing carols
very loudly at the same time.

Revd Sue Hardwidge

What article of clothing most closely describes your
personality and why? I think I’m probably a big woolly
cardigan because I hope people feel comfortable and
warm when they are with me.

Alive & Singing! Come and join in

A

live and Singing Rock and Pop Choir is an all-inclusive adult choir in Stevenage
directed by the very talented and charismatic Jamie Serafi. The choir meet weekly to
sing well-loved pop and rock songs arranged especially for the choir by Jamie, ranging
from Olly Murs, Queen, Alicia Keys, Guns ‘n’ Roses, U2 to The Cure, Adele, Mamas and
Papas, Elbow, Beatles and many more! The fun and sense of achievement experienced
during rehearsals leaves everybody on a natural 'high' each week and as regular members
often say - “there is no better feeling!”
Anybody may come and try Alive and Singing Rock and Pop Choir FREE - No experience
is necessary, no auditions and no requirement to read music, just enthusiasm and a sense
of humour! Make friends, improve confidence and leave on a natural 'high' once a week!
The choir meets every Tuesday evening during term time from 7.30pm to 9.30pm in Hall 2 of the Great Ashby Community
Centre. Each term lasts ten weeks and there are three terms per year.
The new Term begins Tuesday 13th January 2015.
Book your FREE taster session now by emailing aliveandsinging@gmail.com or just turn up!
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/aliveandsinging and follow us on Twitter @alivesinging
6 “What are you waiting for? Come and find YOUR voice!"

Council Corner
How to Contact the Community Council
Email: clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk
Post: Great Ashby Community Council, C/O Great Ashby Community Centre, Whitehorse Lane,
Great Ashby, Stevenage, Herts. SG1 6NH
Telephone: 07864 026083
Website: http://www.greatashbycouncil.org.uk
Twitter: @GtAshbyCouncil
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/greatashbycommunitycouncil
Christmas Fayre
We hope everyone enjoyed the Christmas Fayre a few
weeks ago. It was wonderful to hear the choir from Round The SB7 Service
Diamond School singing during the afternoon.
Our Highways & Grounds Maintenance Committee
recently had a very positive meeting with Arriva Buses.
School Crossing Update
They are aware that there are issues with the SB7 service
A number of people have contacted us about the
and they ask that people report issues to them so that
difficulties they have crossing Great Ashby Way to get to they can improve the service. You can contact them on
and from the school. A feasibility study is currently being
0344 800 4411, through their website's Contact Us form,
undertaken by Hertfordshire Highways to see what can be or on Twitter @arrivatheshires and they will work to
done to make it safer.
address your issues. Feel free to send us your comments
We would ask that if you are driving along Great Ashby
as well. They have built an app for Android and iOS which
Way at the start and end of the school day that you take
will let you see where the next bus is, which may be of
additional care and take the roundabout by the school a
use to some people.
little slower to give people more time to cross safely.
Arriva also asked us to highlight that all stops within the
Stevenage area are technically Request Stops, so the
Winter Salt Bags
buses should be signalled.
As winter approaches it’s time for the salt bag scheme.
Finally Arriva are looking to make some improvements
The list of allocated roads is now on our notice board
next year and are currently investigating the commercial
outside Budgens. The scheme is run by Hertfordshire
viability of some changes. There are three items that are
County Council and they insure those taking part.
currently being considered:
Volunteers agree to collect 25kg bags of salt which they
· Adjusting the evening schedule to run each service a
will then put on designated areas of road and footpaths in
little later to better match the trains.
bad weather. If you live on one of the allocated roads and · Moving from a 20 minute service to 15 minute service
would be able to store and spread the salt as necessary
on weekday off-peak periods.
please email neil.williams@greatashbycouncil.org.uk
· Introducing a two-way service on weekday off-peak
periods (once every 30 minutes in each direction).
NHDC Local Plan – Potential New Housing
No decisions have been taken yet but do let us know what
NHDC are about to open a consultation on the next step
you think on those possible changes and we’ll pass your
of the local plan. The latest proposals for Great Ashby are views on.
for 357 homes on the Roundwood site, now called GA1,
and 500 homes and provision for a primary school on the Defibrillator
site that had previously been considered for Thomas
The defibrillator is now up and running. Thank you to
Alleynes, now called GA2. This comes out of an overall
those who turned up to hear how to use it. The unit itself is
target of 12,100 for the needs of the District.
fully automated. All you have to do is put one sticky pad
The Community Council are considering the proposals
on the front of the right shoulder and the other on the left
and will be responding to the consultation which opens on just above the pelvis and it will tell you to continue CPR or
th
th
Friday 18 December and closes on Friday 6 February. step back. The defibrillator is in a storm proof cabinet and
You can see all of the documents for the consultation, and the code is registered with the ambulance service.
find out how to take part yourselves at
http://www.north-herts.gov.uk/localplan
Welcome Terry
At our September meeting we welcomed Terry Tyler as
Litter Picks
our newest Councillor. Welcome on board Terry!
Many thanks to everyone who has helped on the litter
picks this year. Across the three sessions there were over
40 sacks of litter collected which was a fantastic effort. We Keep up to date
expect to be holding more litter picks next year so keep an For the latest news from the Community Council please
eye out for more information.
follow us on Facebook and Twitter or check our notice
board beside the entrance to Budgens.
Grants for Groups
If you work on a project or group that helps the
Monthly Meetings
Community you can approach the Council for a grant, just We hold our meetings on the second Thursday of each
contact the Clerk for more information.
month, except August, at 7:30pm in the Community
Centre. We have a period of time for questions from the
public. Dates and times of all of our meetings are
available on the notice board.
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What’s On @ the Community Centre
Children and Young People
Little Orchard Baby & Toddler Group
Mon 10.00am - 12.00 noon
01438 350147

Dolly Mixtures
(2 yrs 9mths-4 yrs)

New Start Baby Group
Wed 1.00 - 3.00 pm

Mon - Fri 9.00am - 12.00 noon
Mon - Tue 12.45 - 2.45pm
Jan/June/Sue 07759 756 497
(at above times)

01438 350147
Strawberry Stay & Play
Thur 1.30 - 3.00 pm
01438 350147

Twins Club
2 - 4pm
2nd & 3rd Mon of month
twinsclubinfo@gmail.com
1st

Wednesdays
Dinky Dancers
Fri 1.45pm

Ballet,Tap &
Disco/Street
Thurs from 4.30pm
Danielle 07866 395 739

Sue 01438 831281

Create Art Club
1st Sat in month
10.00am - 12 noon
Suzanne 01438 281723

Hayley 01462 769017

greatashbyguides@gmail.com

Mid Herts Karate

Sally 07866 451 715
Pilates Class
Thur 7.30 - 8.30 pm

Sun 10.30am - 12 noon
Paul 01438 236894
Legs, Bums
& Tums
Weight Watchers
Mon 7.30 - 8.30pm
Mon 5.30 - 6.30 pm
Pauline 07908 969 029
07899 862 321

Sally 07866 451 715
Badminton Club
Sun 6.00 - 9.00 pm
Gary 01438 236823

Zumba ’n Tone
(½ hour Zumba - ½ hour tone)
Tue 7.45 - 8.45pm
Pauline 07908 969 029

Slimming World
Wed 9.30 - 11.00am
Jan 07902 029 680

Alive & Singing Rock Choir
Tues 7.30 - 10pm
Jamie - 07968 698 651

Great Ashby Community
Council (GACC)
2nd Thur in month 8.00 - 9.30 pm

Grapes
kids club, age 7-10
Mon 6.30-8.00pm
Dot 07952 323 692

Hula Hoop Class
Selected Saturdays 10.30 - 11.30am

(from 6 yrs up)

Other interests

Angelzdance
Fri 5.00- 6.00pm
Stephen 07909 702 640

Music Train (3 mths - 4yrs)
Tue, Thur & Fri

Brownies
greatashbybrownies@gmail.com
Guides

Sport, health and fitness

Rainbows
Wed 5.00-6.00pm
01438 224095

WI
1st Fri of month 7.30pm
Sylvia 07967 091 857

50+ Friendship Club
Tue 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Margaret 01438 317839

clerk@greatashbycouncil.org.uk

Herbalife
Mon 8.15-9.15pm
Rob 07535 845 222

Breathe Easy (British Lung
Foundation)

last Mon of month 2.00 - 4.00 pm
Sue 01438 357319

Contact 01438 365392 or info@greatashbycommunitycentre.org.uk for information on hiring the centre for
parties, private functions etc

Pauline's
Fitness Classes
Paulines
Great Ashby Community Centre
Unit 2 Whitehorse Lane Great Ashby
Stevenage Herts SG1 6NH
01438 743050
Visit our fully air-conditioned salon,
with a friendly atmosphere,
fantastic coffee & the very best in hair care.

Offer for whole of January (except Saturdays)
Free parting with every full price cut & blow dry.
Lash Perfect by Sophie Britnell
Lash Perfect semi permanent eyelash extensions look
& feel natural for luscious full, beautiful lashes
07854 517 158

Monday
Fitness
Classes

Cardio Blast &
Legs, Bums &
Tums 7.30 -8.00pm

Tuesday
Exercise to music &
Legs, Bums & Tums
7.45pm - 8.45pm
Call 07908 969 029, email paulinesfitness@outlook.com
or visit Facebook page paulinesfitness.

